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June 14, 2012
The Honorable Larry Gossett
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Gossett:
This letter transmits an ordinance that will enable King County to continue to connect urban and rural areas, linking communities and providing recreation and mobility options to the public by providing regional trails for the next 20 years in collaboration with the City of Seattle. 
The ordinance authorizes a 20-year use agreement with the City of Seattle that will grant King County permission to develop and operate over 25 miles of recreational trails on portions of property owned by the Seattle Public Utilities (SPU). Previous use agreements between King County and SPU relating to recreational trail use on city-owned property expired in 1998 and 2003. King County and SPU have worked collaboratively since 2009 to reach an agreement.
The proposed ordinance sets forth the terms and conditions under which King County will be granted permission by the City of Seattle to maintain and develop portions of five regional trail corridors, including the Tolt Pipeline Trail; the Soos Creek Trail; the Green River Trail; the Lake Youngs Trail and the Snoqualmie Valley Trail. In exchange, the County will grant SPU permission to use portions of the County property along Cedar Falls Road for the purpose of a public recreational trail and access road serving the Cedar River Watershed Education Center.    
The agreement is consistent with the goals of the County Strategic Plan which calls for the county to shape a built environment that allows communities to flourish by acquiring and maintaining regional parks, trails and open space. The agreement also improves customer service to the public by assigning clear maintenance roles and responsibilities and providing for improvements to the regional trail system.  Finally, this agreement furthers the County’s equity and social justice goals by helping to 
facilitate the development of trails in South King County and promote greater access to recreational opportunities for residents.  
Thank you for your consideration of this ordinance. This important legislation will allow King County residents to continue to enjoy the many recreational and physical benefits provided by our regional trails system.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Kevin Brown, Division Director of the Parks and Recreation Division of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, at 206-296-8631.

Sincerely,

Dow Constantine

King County Executive

Enclosure

cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Michael Woywod, Chief of Staff



  Mark Melroy, Senior Principal Legislative Analyst, BFM Committee




  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Carrie S. Cihak, Chief Advisor, Policy and Strategic Initiatives, King County

    Executive Office


Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance Strategy and Budget


Christie True, Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP)


Kevin Brown, Division Director, Parks and Recreation Division, DNRP
