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Metropolitan King County Council
Budget Panel Discussion 2019-2020

COMBATING OUR HOUSING CRISIS
Panel Meeting #3 | October 31, 2018


REGIONAL AFFORDABLE HOUSING: BEYOND THE TASK FORCE

In late 2016, the Council called for a planning effort in coordination with the County’s partners to develop a regional plan for affordable housing.[footnoteRef:1] The Regional Affordable Housing Task Force was convened in 2017 and has been working since then to develop an action plan by the end of 2018. [1:  Motion 14754] 


The panel will discuss how the recommendations in this action plan will be implemented. Specifically:

· Staffing. DCHS staff indicated at the panel meeting last week that no new staffing was needed or anticipated. However, since then the Task Force has held an additional meeting. Has DCHS revisited staffing needs and, if so, how many staff might be needed, what would their tasks be, and how would they be funded?

· GMPC structure. It is anticipated that some of the recommendations will be carried out through an inter-jurisdictional team supporting the Growth Management Policy Council. How will this support be structured, how will County staff be involved, what specific tasks are anticipated to be covered, and how will this effort be funded? 

· Support for local coalitions. The proposed 2019-2020 budget includes a new allocation of $50,000 per year for a South King County Housing collaboration, an amount comparable to the County’s allocation to the East King County Housing collaboration (ARCH—A Regional Coalition for Housing). However, advocates have requested additional funding for 2019, and policy makers have indicated an interest in support for additional coalitions, particularly in North King County. How could these requests be addressed?




EMERGENCY WINTER SHELTER

Earlier this month, the Executive announced a plan to open additional homeless shelter, day center, and dormitory-style housing for people experiencing homelessness. (See Attachment 1). The panel will discuss:

· King County Correctional Facility West Wing Enhanced Shelter. What, if any expenditures have been made to date on this facility? What work has been completed to date? What is the Executive’s level of certainty at this stage of development with the proposed $2 million capital budget? What is the timeline for shelter opening?  

· Fourth and Jefferson Day Center. What, if any expenditures have been made to date on this facility to provide for the day center? What work has been completed to date? What is the Executive’s level of certainty at this stage of development with the proposed $2 million capital and basic operating budget? What is the timeline for the day center to open?

· Modular Dorms. What funding was used to purchase the dorms? How is this purchase price reflected in the estimated $4 million capital cost? Where are the dorms now, when are they expected to arrive in Seattle, and what level of Council approval is needed to open them for residents? What is the timeline for refurbishing the dorms and when are they anticipated to open? What is the status of the two other modular projects (the proposed Elliott shelter and the micro dwelling units) in terms of the purchase of the modular units, the funds expended to date, the status and location of the units, and the timeline to opening?

· Harborview Hall. What has been spent to date of the $2.5 million set aside by the Council in the 2017-2018 budget? What updates can be provided about the timeline to opening the overnight shelter? How does the Executive propose to fund the additional work needed to open the building as an enhanced shelter?

TRANSIT-ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT BONDS

In 2015, the State Legislature passed the Workforce Housing Bill,[footnoteRef:2] which gave the County the ability to bond against future (post-2021) lodging tax revenues for affordable housing[footnoteRef:3] in transit areas. In response, the Council outlined an $87 million bond allocation plan with geographic requirements for where the bond funds would be spent.[footnoteRef:4] Earlier this year, the Executive announced the intention to issue an additional $100 million in lodging tax-backed bonds to support affordable housing and provided an outline of a plan earlier this month (see Attachment 2). The panel will discuss:  [2:  SHB 1223 (Chapter 102, Laws of 2015)]  [3:  Affordable housing in this context was defined as being affordable between 30% to 80% of area median income]  [4:  Motion 14687] 


· Proposed project allocations. The proposed geographic distribution, number of units, type of units, other funds leveraged, and timeline for each of the projects proposed for a project-specific allocation.

· Preservation projects. More information about the proposed plan to work with the King County Housing Authority on preservation, including how projects will be selected and the anticipated timeline for project selection and preservation.

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Competitive allocations. More information about how the competitive projects will be organized (around transit spines, geographically, etc.), and the timeline on which procurement processes are expected to be organized.
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