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April 23, 2002

The Honorable Cynthia Sullivan

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Sullivan:

Enclosed is an ordinance that will authorize the sale of approximately 1 to 1-1/2 million cubic yards of surplus sand and gravel by negotiated direct sale, due to unique circumstances, to Vashon Sand and Gravel, Inc.  The surplus material is located on a 26-acre portion of Maury Island Regional Park, in Council District 8.

King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks, Parks Division, owns a park site on Vashon known as the Maury Island Regional Park.  A 26-acre portion of the park is currently being mined for sand and gravel under the terms of the original Purchase and Sale Agreement between King County and the former owner.  The Parks Division proposes to sell an additional approximately 1 to 1-1/2 million cubic yards of sand and gravel on the 26-acre portion, by negotiated direct sale, to the operator of the current mining operation, when the existing operating agreement expires.

The original Purchase and Sale Agreement included provisions for the continuation of the term estate to mine local gravel for an additional ten years.  The current mining agreement expires on September 1, 2004.

Vashon Sand and Gravel, Inc., the current operator, would like to enter into an agreement with the County to continue sand and gravel extraction on this site.  Ordinance No. 11467, adopting the master plan for the park, recognizes that the County will dedicate the 26 acres to park purposes, no later than September 1, 2020, or such earlier time as the County determines it is either no longer practical or appropriate to be used for gravel mining.

Vashon Sand and Gravel, Inc. owns the adjacent property, providing access and a staging area for the current mining operations on the park site, including structures and infrastructure necessary for the mining operation and sale of the materials.  Vashon Sand and Gravel, Inc. holds two State permits for mining of the 26-acre County site and for mining of its adjacent site.  Continued operation of the mining activities on these sites will provide continuity of operation, a local source of gravel to island residents and coordinated site reclamation.

The sales price of the sand and gravel will be established as part of the negotiation of a new Sales 

Agreement with Vashon Sand and Gravel, Inc. based on fair market value.  Due to the estimated value of the sand and gravel, the material must be surplused and sold in the same manner as real property.

The Parks Division hereby declares approximately 1 to 1-1/2 million cubic yards of sand and gravel surplus to its needs solely for the purpose of selling it for extraction and removal.  Notices were sent to County departments regarding the County’s plan to surplus and sell the sand and gravel.  No County department expressed a need for the material.

Pursuant to King County Code 4.56.100, all sales of real and personal property shall be made to the highest responsible bidder at public auction or by sealed bid except when the County Council, by ordinance, has determined that unique circumstances make a negotiated direct sale in the best interests of the public.  The sale of this material to Vashon Sand and Gravel, Inc. is deemed to be in the best interest of the citizens of King County.

Revenue from the negotiated direct sale will be used to provide revenue to the park system for capital improvements, maintenance and stewardship.

I recommend that the Council approve this ordinance.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive
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cc:
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ATTN:  David deCourcy, Chief of Staff




  Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director




  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Steve Call, Director, Office of Budget


Pam Bissonnette, Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP)


Craig Larsen, Manager, Parks Division, DNRP 


Paul Tanaka, County Administrative Officer, Department of Executive Services (DES)


Pat Steel, Manager, Facilities Management Division, DES

