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MEMO




												
												


February 25, 2016


TO:	Dow Constantine, King County Executive

VIA:	Christie True, Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks

FM:	WaterWorks Grant Ranking Committee

RE:	WaterWorks Grant Recommendations - Round 1


We would like to thank you for the opportunity to be involved in the review and ranking process for the first round of the WaterWorks grants. Our committee met multiple times to discuss the criteria, eligibility, water quality benefits, implementation strengths, and community involvement of the projects. 

As we considered the 36 projects, we were pleased to see diverse and innovative proposals to improve water quality in the King County Wastewater Treatment Division’s (WTD) service area. We believe the recommended projects are diverse in approach as well as geographic distribution. We are confident these projects will enhance the work of WTD and benefit WTD’s service area and ratepayers.

Because WaterWorks is a new grant program with new criteria, we will be making some recommendations that we hope will improve the process. Our work was greatly aided by the excellent staff support from WTD as we gave careful consideration to the submitted projects.

Included on the following pages is our recommended project funding for the WaterWorks Grant Program - Round 1. This list was endorsed unanimously by all committee members. The projects are listed by rank, with proposed funding amounts, plus summary descriptions of how the project meets the selection criteria as directed by the adopted Implementation Guidelines.
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	Grant Applicant
	Project Title
	Funding
	Rank
	Project Description and Benefits to Water Quality

	Nature Vision
	Water Quality Education Project
	$24,949
	1
	This project will teach in-class programs and organize field trips on water quality and wastewater to students at schools in the Green/Duwamish watershed. The focus will be on place-based water quality education to students in low-income schools. This will benefit water quality in the region by helping these students become water stewards and increase their understanding of watersheds, ecosystems, pollution prevention, and wastewater treatment.

	Friends of the Issaquah Salmon Hatchery (FISH)
	FISH Volunteer Recruitment Support
	$30,000
	2
	This project will expand educational programs for all ages by recruiting and training new volunteers, conducting outreach to Latino community members, and working with groups to use car-wash kits. This will benefit water quality by educating children and adults about the importance of protecting water quality and steps they can take to do so.

	Futurewise
	Stormwater Pollution Reduction Project for Algona
	$81,565
	3
	This project will work with community groups and teachers in the City of Algona to provide hands-on education on clean water and natural yard care to students; create a pilot community garden; provide street trees and education to residents; create a Toxics for Teens program; and plant trees and create educational signage at a wetland. The project will benefit water quality by educating the Algona community on why and how to protect local water quality and by building resident participation through water quality improvement projects.

	Stewardship Partners
	Green Stormwater Infrastructure Mini Grants, RainWise Access Grants, and Community Engagement Campaign
	$75,000
	4
	This project will develop an incentive program for green stormwater infrastructure (GSI), expand the pilot RainWise Access Grant program, and launch a community engagement campaign across the WTD service area. This will benefit water quality by increasing public awareness of GSI, as well as providing resources for increased on-the-ground installation of GSI projects.

	West Woodland Elementary School PTA, School Gardens Committee
	Rain Garden Restoration - Built to Last
	$15,000
	5
	This project will upgrade and enhance an existing rain garden at a public school in Seattle and create educational components (e.g. signage to inform the community and integration into the school’s curriculum). Students and volunteers will participate in installation, soil tests, and ongoing maintenance. This will benefit water quality by ensuring the garden can continue to infiltrate the rainwater from 2,400 square feet of roof area in this combined sewer overflow (CSO) basin; and educating and engaging students, teachers, volunteers, and community members.

	City of Kent
	Leber Homestead - Arsenic Remediation
	$100,000
	6
	This project will remove arsenic-contaminated soil from the floodplain area on the Leber Homestead site in Kent. These contaminants will be removed and relocated in order to prepare the site for salmon habitat restoration work. This will benefit water quality by enabling a large-scale habitat restoration project to proceed and by eliminating a known source of potential contamination within the floodplain.

	Seattle Tilth Association
	Improving Water Quality through Changes to Agriculture Practices
	$50,000
	7
	This project will conduct educational workshops and provide ongoing technical assistance at the Green River Farm adjacent to the Green River in Kent, which has been farmed by Hmong families for the last 15 years. The project includes supporting the farm’s transition from conventional to organic practices, invasive plant removal, and establishing a buffer of native species. This will benefit water quality by: 1) reducing use of synthetic fertilizers, pesticides, and herbicides that contaminate ground and surface water, and 2) reducing erosion and runoff by installing a native plant buffer.

	Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust
	Me-Kwa-Mooks Park Community Engagement and Restoration
	$50,000
	8
	This project will restore three acres of Me-Kwa-Mooks Park in West Seattle by removing invasives and by planting native plants. This will include working with local school groups on educational topics and involving them in on-the-ground stewardship events. This project will benefit water quality by restoring the urban forest, reducing runoff, and educating and engaging students and community members in stewardship activities.

	City of Seattle, Seattle Public Utilities (SPU)
	Implementing In-Stream Methodology for Detecting Sewage In-flows to Receiving Waters
	$250,000
	9
	This project will use in-stream dataloggers to record temperatures and conductivity in the Thornton Creek Basin to help locate sewage sources by pinpointing areas for more focused illicit discharge detection and elimination investigations. The expertise and methodology of this project will be directly shared with King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks and other jurisdictions that have similar bacteria pollution issues. This project will benefit water quality by locating and controlling portions of sewage that are not currently being treated and are discharging directly to surface waters.

	Cascadia College
	Student-Led Solutions to Stormwater Pollution
	$18,500
	10
	This project will engage students at Cascadia College in water quality monitoring to identify sources of pollution, such as fecal coliform, and designing and implementing best management practices to reduce the amount of pollutants entering the watershed. This project will benefit water quality by fostering environmental stewardship among college students and the community and implementing on-the-ground projects to reduce pollution.

	King County Water and Land Resources Division
	Duwamish Floating Wetlands
	$154,986
	11
	This project will evaluate the potential of different types of floating wetlands to improve water quality, enhance shorelines, and increase salmon habitat. Stakeholders will participate through workshops to learn about floating wetlands and contribute to the design, construction, and installation. Studies in other regions have demonstrated the potential of floating wetlands to consume excess nutrients, break down pollutants, and sequester carbon.This project will benefit water quality by providing research results that can inform future projects that install floating wetlands to address water quality problems in this region.

	
	Total
	$850,000
	
	




cc:	Pam Elardo, P.E., Director, Wastewater Treatment Division, Department of Natural
    Resources and Parks
