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Metropolitan King County Council
Growth Management and Unincorporated Areas Committee
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SUBJECT:

Proposed Ordinance 2003-0127 adopts amendments to the Countywide Planning Policies addressing the long term protection of Agricultural Production Districts, and ratifies the amended Countywide Planning Policies on behalf of the population of unincorporated King County.

BACKGROUND:

The Growth Management Planning Council (GMPC) is a formal body comprised of elected officials from King County, Seattle, Bellevue, the Suburban Cities, and Special Districts.  The GMPC was created in 1990 in response to a provision in the Washington State Growth Management Act (GMA) requiring cities and counties to work together to adopt Countywide Planning Policies (CPPs).  Under GMA, countywide planning policies serve as the framework for each individual jurisdiction’s comprehensive plan, and ensure regional consistency with respect to land use planning efforts.  The GMPC drafted the CPPs, which were then adopted by the King County Council and ratified by the cities.  Changes to the CPPs are recommended by the GMPC, adopted by the King County Council, and ratified by the cities.

GMPC Actions
In June of 1999, the GMPC adopted Substitute Motion 99-3, recommending amendments to the King County Countywide Planning Policies, as follows:

Recommendation #1.  Add two new policies addressing the long-term governance of Agricultural Production Districts:  
LU-2A
Designated Agricultural Production Districts shall not be annexed by cities.

LU-2B
The Lower Green River Valley Agricultural Production District is a regionally designated resource that is to remain in unincorporated King County.  Preservation of the Lower Green River Valley Agricultural Production District will provide an urban separator as surrounding urban areas are annexed and developed.  King County may contract with other jurisdictions to provide some local services to this area as appropriate.

Recommendation #2.  Amend the Potential Annexation Area (PAA) Map in the CPPs so that the Lower Green River Valley APD does not appear within the PAA boundaries of any jurisdiction.
Recommendation #3.  Amend the Urban Growth Area map by drawing the Urban Growth Area Boundary around the Lower Green River Valley APD.  This is to clarify its classification as long-term resource land, and to emphasize that although it is located west of the main urban-rural boundary line, it is not considered urban.
King County Council Actions
In 1999, the King County Council amended the King County Comprehensive Plan to be consistent with the GMPC recommendations contained in Motion 99-3, by adopting policies R-513 and R-544 (see below), and by drawing the Urban Growth Area Boundary around the Lower Green River Valley APD (see Attachment 2).
R-513 
Designated Forest and Agricultural Production District lands shall not be annexed by cities.
R-544 
The Lower Green River Agricultural Production District is a regionally designated resource that is to remain in unincorporated King County.  The Lower Green River Agricultural Production District functions as an urban separator between the cities of Kent and Auburn.  King County may contract with other jurisdictions to provide some local services to this area as appropriate.

In 2000, the King County Council further amended the King County Comprehensive Plan by adopting Policy R-543, which also supports the GMPC’s recommendations in Motion 99-3:  
R-543 
King County commits to preserve Agricultural Production District parcels in or near the Urban Growth Area because of their high production capabilities, their proximity to markets, and their value as open space.
Finally, in 2001 the King County Council considered the adoption of Proposed Ordinance 2002-0256, which would have amended the CPPs consistent with the recommendations of the GMPC and with the changes already made to the King County Comprehensive Plan.  However, because the County was engaged in negotiations to purchase certain properties within the Lower Green River Valley APD, and out of concerns that the GMPC had adopted their recommendations in the absence of a quorum and without an adequate public review process, the Council did not adopt the Proposed Ordinance.  Instead, the Council adopted Motion 11208 (see Attachment 3), which remanded the GMPC motion back to the GMPC for further review and reconsideration.  Motion 11208 also directed the County Executive to complete negotiations with property owners in the Lower Green River Valley APD in the earliest possible timeframe.
On September 26, 2001 the GMPC reconsidered its actions with respect to Motion 99-3, and via the adoption of Motion 01-2, reaffirmed those actions.

On November 20, 2002 King County executed the fee simple purchase of what is known as the Nelson property in the Lower Green River Valley APD, thus fulfilling the second mandate of Motion 11208.

With these two actions complete, the King County Council is asked to consider once again amending the Countywide Planning Policies as recommended by the GMPC in Motions 99-3 and 01-2.
SUMMARY:

Proposed Ordinance 2003-0127 would amend the Countywide Planning Policies by:

· Adding policies LU-2A and LU-2B addressing the long-term governance of Agricultural Production Districts;

· Amending the Interim Potential Annexation Area Map to illustrate that the Lower Green River Valley APD is not within the PAA of any jurisdiction; and

· Amending the land use map in the CPPs to illustrate that the Lower Green River Valley APD is outside the boundaries of the Urban Growth Area.

Additionally, the ordinance would ratify the changes on behalf of the population of unincorporated King County, as required by Countywide Planning Policy FW-1.  Amendments to the Countywide Planning Policies become effective when ratified by ordinance or resolution by at least 30% of the city and county governments representing 70% of the population of King County according to the Interlocal agreement.  A city shall be deemed to have ratified the countywide planning policy unless, within 90 days of adoption by King County, the city by legislative action disapproves the Countywide Planning Policy.

ATTACHMENTS:


1. Proposed Ordinance 2003-0127, with attachments

2. Map: Lower Green River Valley Agricultural Production District

3. King County Motion 11208, Adopted May 21, 2000
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