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The Honorable Larry Phillips






October 13, 2005
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E
Dear Councilmember Phillips: 

I am pleased to transmit to the Metropolitan King County Council the Pandemic Flu preparedness appropriation ordinance, which will appropriate $5,960,000 in public health grants for the funding of pandemic flu preparedness.  This action is an unprecedented step for a local government to take.
The leaders of our region’s world-class medical community believe that the biggest near-term threat to our region’s health and economy is the prospect of pandemic flu.  Responding to this concern, and considering the recent devastation wrought by Hurricane Katrina and its aftermath, I believe that it has never been more important for local jurisdictions to take action to protect their people and economies.   
The probability of a global pandemic flu remains unclear, but that uncertainty in no way means that we should wait to start preparing our medical community for a strike.  Indeed, we must start now by taking the precautions we can -- by investing in public health strategies that would decrease the extent and severity of illness and death should pandemic flu hit King County.

I believe that this appropriation is a critical step in King County’s regional multi-hazard planning, as it enables us to take necessary actions to strengthen our region’s ability to respond to and recover from the consequences of a plausible influenza pandemic. 
First, I am requesting $200,000 in public health grants for the Regional Public Information Network to support the timely sharing of information from all King County jurisdictions with our citizens should such a pandemic strike.
I am also requesting $1 million in public health grants for a major public outreach campaign and other actions that: inform people about how to protect themselves; strengthen our support, outreach and training to our most vulnerable populations; and provide resources to our medical delivery system so that it can handle the additional demand for services such a pandemic would require. 
I am further requesting $2.48 million in public health grants for medicine to our first responders who are responsible for helping all the rest of us through such a pandemic.  We estimate that about 62,000 front line responders would have access to Tamiflu if needed.  They are: every doctor, nurse and healthcare worker in King County; all public health responders; every firefighter, police officer and emergency medical personnel in King County; those who operate critical infrastructure systems; and 2000 key decision-makers needed to protect our health and security 

Finally, if a pandemic hits King County, it is estimated as many as 57,000 people will need to be hospitalized.  They will be our grandmothers and grandfathers, our children and grandchildren.  As a result, I am requesting $2.28 million in public health grants for enough Tamiflu to treat those who are most critically ill.
The goals of such activities would include but not be limited to: 

· Decreasing the extent and severity of illness and death, in case of pandemic flu, for the residents and medical professionals of King County.
· Enhancing community education and outreach efforts to empower all King County residents, businesses and government agencies with information to protect themselves, their families and their employees from influenza. 

I look forward to your passage of this ordinance, so that we may continue to pursue our proactive efforts in pandemic flu preparedness.  Funding these initiatives and working toward these goals will be critical in preserving and protecting the health and welfare of all the citizens of this great county. 
Sincerely, 

Ron Sims

King County Executive 
Enclosures
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King County Councilmembers
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