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Property Owner:	United States Government, Department of the Army 
Parcel:		3024069017
Address:		18205 Southeast Cougar Mountain Drive
Cost Per Sq. Ft.:	Zero Dollar
Operational Costs:	$1,000 per year
Term:			Five Year Term
Square Footage:	3.37 Acres 
Council District:	Nine
Funding Source:	Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP)
Previous Location: New lease at an existing location
Offer Expiration:	N/A


Lease Synopsis:
This location sits within King County’s Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP) Cougar Mountain Regional Wildland Park. This parcel is owned by the US Department of the Army, Army Corps of Engineers, Seattle District. Execution of this lease would continue public access for recreational activities such as hiking and horseback riding. 

Context

Rationale for transaction:	This zero-cost transaction is a new lease at an existing location for 3.37 acres of US Department of Army land situated within the center of Cougar Mountain Regional Wildland Park. King County has been a long-standing lessee of this property with records dating back to 1994.

When the previous lease expired in 2014, a new lease was approved in 2017 via Ordinance 18542[footnoteRef:1]. Subsequent to the approval, the Department of the Army directed that an alternative lease template instead was to be executed. This new version attached to this proposed Ordinance contains fewer restrictions and reporting requirements for the County and improves operating conditions for DNRP. A series of template changes and negotiations delayed the transmission of the legislative package. As part of the agreement, the County negotiated a provision to hold the United States of America harmless for any damages that occurred between the old lease's expiration and the new lease's start. The Department of the Army required this provision to be contained in a separate instrument from the lease itself. [1:  Ordinance 18542 [LINK]] 


Policy considerations:	This new lease is consistent with previous ones that have been used over the last couple of decades. The 3.37 acre leased premises are needed by King County Parks for operation of the Cougar Mountain Regional Wildland Park. It also defines the area needed by the Army. Elimination of this lease would cause a hardship for people using the park as use would be restricted.

Political considerations:	N/A

Community considerations 
or partnerships:		The Cougar Mountain Regional Wildland Park is one of the largest and most heavily used parks in the King County Parks system. The site leased from the Army Corps further enhances the park experience.

Fiscal considerations:	The lease does not have a price per square foot provision; operating costs are restricted to maintenance tasks called out in Exhibit C of the agreement. Parks maintenance staff perform Natural Area Trail Maintenance; litter and garbage pickup; drainage maintenance, road repair, etc. for a cost of about $1,000 per year.

Other considerations:	The County is required to sign the lease first, and then the lease will be approved by the Army Corps of Engineers, Seattle District.

CIP/operational impacts:	The Department of the Army is retaining a small area adjacent to the leased premises. That area is distinct and fenced off from the leased premises.

King County Strategic Plan impact:	N/A 

Equity and Social Justice impact:	In accordance with Real Property Asset Management Plan (RAMP) policy, the Facilities Management Division and the King County Parks and Recreation Division reviewed this legislation for Equity and Social Justice (ESJ) impacts. This location is in the Cougar Mountain neighborhood of King County. This is a continuing location for this program and is consistent with current zoning.

Energy Efficiency impact: n/a

Lease Alternatives Analysis
Summary: The legislation is for a five-year term. It also allows for early cancellation should that be needed. King County is responsible for maintenance of the parcel and is also the major user of the site.



Vicinity View Map
[image: ]

Parcel Map
[image: P:\Exchange\Desktop\Legislation\Cougar Mtn Lease nw\parcel map.png]

Trail Map
[image: ]
image1.png




image2.png




image3.png
L

REJIOI
Wildlapd Park J




image4.png
‘Park development and N
st 1 1
e

ot

Coligip

IVIOTIiA

> ol




