2010-0369
METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL 

NOTICE OF HEARING

Proposed Substitute Ordinance 2010-0369

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Metropolitan King County Council will hold a public hearing in the Council Chambers on the 10th Floor of the King County Courthouse (516 Third Avenue, Seattle Washington) on Monday the 4th day of October 2010 beginning at 1:30 p.m. The purpose of the public hearing is to consider adoption of Proposed Substitute Ordinance 2010-0369 to expand the County’s authority to grant tax considerations in exchange for a landowner allowing a trail linkage over their land between a Regional Trail and a point of public interest.
The complete text of Proposed Substitute Ordinance 2010-0369 is available in the Council Clerk’s office, Room W-1039, King County Courthouse, 516 Third Avenue, Seattle Washington.  A copy of the ordinance will be mailed to you upon your request to the Clerk at (206) 296-1020.  Copies are also available on the internet, at http://www.kingcounty.gov/council/clerk/ordinances_advertised.aspx.
SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance Substitute 2010-0369 expands the authority of the County to enter into agreements with landholders for open space tax consideration, in exchange for granting rights to place a trail linkage between a Regional Trail in the County’s Regional Trails System, and points of public interest.  These tax considerations would be granted through the County’s Public Benefits Rating System, which would authorize assessment of taxes due at the current open space use, rather than the highest and best use.  The landowners would agree to provide access across a defined portion of their land between a Regional Trail and a point of interest such as a park, open space, trail, or a transportation facility, arts/cultural facility, residential concentration, or other point of public interest.  The legislation also would expand existing authority to grant tax credits for equestrian or pedestrian trail linkages to include bicycles; would provide for a study of implementation issues including outreach to landowners, trail development standards, and similar matters; would provide for a discussion with trail advocacy groups to address identification of potential linkages; and would require an annual report regarding the utilization of these provisions.  
Dated at Seattle, Washington, this 1st day of September, 2010.
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