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SUBJECT

An ordinance relating to exterior lighting fixtures within the R1-8 zones. 

SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance 2021-0105 would add a new section to King County Code Chapter 21A.16 that would require all exterior lighting fixtures in the R1-8 zones be installed and maintained so that light from the fixture is not directed toward windows or buildings on adjacent residential properties. 

BACKGROUND 

The International Dark Skies Association defines light pollution as any adverse effect of artificial light whether from glare, skyglow, light trespass, or clutter. Glare refers to excessive brightness that causes visual discomfort. Light trespass is defined as light falling where it is not intended or needed.[footnoteRef:1] Common sources of light pollution include building exterior lighting, commercial signage, and illuminated sporting venues. [1:  https://www.darksky.org/our-work/grassroots-advocacy/resources/glossary/] 


Light that is emitted at or above an 80-degree angle generally does not hit the ground. (180 degrees is a straight angle and zero degrees is straight down). This often means that light is being wasted by spilling it into the sky, rather than focusing it on to the actual objects and areas that people want illuminated. Light pollution can be reduced by using light fixtures that direct light downward to avoid glare and light trespass.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  https://www.darksky.org/light-pollution/] 


In 2010, the King County Council passed Ordinance 16769 which established lighting requirements for outdoor lighting on County facilities to reduce the unwanted effects of improperly directed outdoor lighting. The ordinance also required the Executive to develop a lighting plan to reduce King County’s use of inefficient lighting and the occurrence of evening light pollution. 

ANALYSIS

Proposed Ordinance 2021-0105 would add a new section to King County Code Chapter 21A.16 - Development Standards - Landscaping and Water Use. The proposed ordinance would require that all exterior lighting fixtures be installed and maintained so that light from a fixture is not directed toward windows or buildings on adjacent or nearby residential properties. The proposed ordinance would only apply in the R1-8 residential zones and would not apply to streetlights.

INVITED

· Jim Chan, Permitting Division Director, Department of Local Services

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2021-0105
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