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SUBJECT

An ordinance establishing the position of Chief Information Security Officer within the department of information technology in King County Code. 

SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance 2025-0313 is a response to a King County Auditor performance audit finding that the County is at significant risk of a significant cybersecurity breach.

BACKGROUND 

Council adopted Ordinance 17142 in July 2011, which consolidated the County’s information technology functions and responsibilities for information technology services in the executive branch into one department, the Department of Information Technology (KCIT). Since then, the department has created more clearly defined roles and responsibilities for each division, including establishing specific positions and responsibilities for those positions.

ANALYSIS

The position of Chief Information Security Officer (CISO, pronounced see-so) is currently filled.  Executive staff state that the 2026-2027 biennial cost for this position is $657,509, which includes salary and benefits.  The King County Auditor’s Office conducted a two-part cybersecurity performance audit in 2020 and 2025 which concluded the County is at significant risk of experiencing a significant electronic security breach within the next five years.[footnoteRef:1]  Executive staff state that one recommendation stemming from that performance audit was to formally establish a CISO role with defined responsibilities.  Staff state that codifying this role ensures dedicated leadership and accountability to better manage cybersecurity risks. [1:  Cybersecurity Performance Audit, June 10, 2025.] 
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