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Metropolitan King County Council

Budget & Fiscal Management Committee

	Agenda Item No.:
	7
	
	Date:
	November 10, 2005

	Proposed No.:
	2005-0424
	
	Prepared By:
	Clifton Curry


STAFF REPORT
SUBJECT:
AN ORDINANCE related to the support of the King County Law Library; recognizing the need for additional financial support for the King County Law Library; directing the director of the department of judicial administration to reallocate from the current seventeen dollars to twenty dollars the portion of superior court civil filing fees paid to the credit of the library as provided by RCW 27.24.070; amending Ordinance 12383, Sections 2 and 3 and adding a new chapter to K.C.C. Title 4.
SUMMARY:
Proposed Ordinance 2005-0424 is before the council for consideration as part of the 2006 budget deliberations.  This legislation does not create a new fee, but does change the portion for law libraries from $17 to $20, resulting in a projected $148,000 in revenue to defray the costs of the county’s Law Libraries in Seattle and Kent.  
BACKGROUND:  A new state law, Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill 5454 (ESSB 5454), was passed in 2005 that increases certain Superior Court filings fees. The new legislation increases the amount that DJA can collect for Superior Court filings from $110 to $200. It also requires that a filing fee be paid each time a counter claim, cross claim or third party claim is filed. The changes are expected to result in $1.7 million in new revenue collected by DJA in 2006. The money is general fund revenue that can be spent at the discretion of King County for the costs of judicial administration or any other general fund program. 
The following table shows the expected revenue changes expected from ESSB 5454 in 2006.
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Revenue 

increases as a 

result of 5454

Revenue Type

D/M Court Civil Filings 244,506 $          General Fund

Dispute Res School-Civil 19,010              General Fund

D/M Court Record Services 44,239              General Fund

Criminal Filing Fee 126,640            General Fund

Disp Res Sch-Small Claim 8,008                General Fund

Other Fees-Small Claim 27,907              General Fund

Other Fees-Transcripts 17,003              General Fund

Jury Demand Fees 8,517                General Fund

Anti-Harassment Filing Fee 7,254                General Fund

Judicial Salary Reimbursement 220,000           

Funds are dedicated 

to trial court 

improvements.

Subtotal 723,084 $         

Civil/Domestic Filing Fee 1,386,591          General Fund

Other Filing 69,003              General Fund

Record Services 106,591            General Fund

KC Law Library’s share of 

Superior Court civil filing fees 

148,057           

Law Library Trusted 

Agency account

Subtotal 1,710,242 $      

Total: 2,433,326 $      

ESSB 5454 Revenues in 2006 Executive Proposed Budget

District 

Court

Jud Admin


The new legislation increases the amount that DJA can collect for Superior Court filings from $110 to $200. It also requires that a filing fee be paid each time a counter claim, cross claim or third party claim is filed. The changes are expected to result in $1.7 million in new revenue collected by DJA in 2006. The money is general fund revenue that can be spent at the discretion of King County for the costs of judicial administration. In addition, for the 2006 budget, District Court has projected $723,084 in new revenues as a result of ESSB 5454. The legislation also requires counties that receive state payment for District Court judicial salaries to create a trial court improvement fund to hold the state contribution. The trial improvement fund can be used to fund improvements to Superior Court and District Court staffing, programs, facilities as appropriated by the Metropolitan King County Council. 
Finding revenues to help defray the costs of operating two law libraries in King County has been part of this county’s legislative agenda for the past several years.  The re-allocation of an existing fee meets the needs of the law library and reflects an means for financing the costs of the library.
Per King County Code 4.04.075, a fiscal note outlining the fiscal impact of this legislation is required and is attached.

Reasonableness:  Based upon this analysis, passage of Proposed Ordinance 2005-0424 constitutes a reasonable business decision.  
ATTACHMENTS:


1. Striking amendment to Proposed Ordinance 2005-0424

2. Proposed Ordinance 2005-0424
3. Transmittal Letter, dated October 17, 2005
4. Fiscal Note

5. Additional Information
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5454 Revenue

		ESSB 5454 Revenues in 2006 Executive Proposed Budget

				Account Title		Revenue increases as a result of 5454		Revenue Type

		District Court		D/M Court Civil Filings		$   244,506		General Fund

				Dispute Res School-Civil		19,010		General Fund

				D/M Court Record Services		44,239		General Fund

				Criminal Filing Fee		126,640		General Fund

				Disp Res Sch-Small Claim		8,008		General Fund

				Other Fees-Small Claim		27,907		General Fund

				Other Fees-Transcripts		17,003		General Fund

				Jury Demand Fees		8,517		General Fund

				Anti-Harassment Filing Fee		7,254		General Fund

				Judicial Salary Reimbursement		220,000		Funds are dedicated to trial court improvements.

		Subtotal				$   723,084

		Jud Admin		Civil/Domestic Filing Fee		1,386,591		General Fund

				Other Filing		69,003		General Fund

				Record Services		106,591		General Fund

				KC Law Library’s share of Superior Court civil filing fees		148,057		Law Library Trusted Agency account

		Subtotal				$   1,710,242

				Total:		$   2,433,326

		Footnotes:

		1) District Court's $220,000 in revenue for Judicial Salary Reimbursement (i.e., Trial Court Improvement Funds) were not recognized revenues because they are dedicated funds and will be expended as court improvement projects are identified.

		2) District Court is in the process of creating a separate low org and account for the trial court improvement funds.

		3) DJA's 2006 revenue calculations assumed the Law Library would receive the statutory maximum of $20 for Superior Court civil filings. The increase from $15/filing to $17/filing is expected to account for $45,000.






