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COMMITTEE ACTION

	
Proposed Substitute Motion 2020-0301.2, which would authorize the King County Executive to accept a donation of property for habitat and wildlife conservation purposes, passed out of committee on December 1, 2020, with a “Do Pass” recommendation. The Motion was amended in committee with Amendment 1 to update the assessed value and the type of real estate agreement referenced in the motion. Title Amendment 1 conformed the title to the motion.





SUBJECT

Proposed Motion 2020-0301 would authorize the King County Executive to accept a donation of property west of Woodinville for fish and wildlife habitat conservation purposes.

SUMMARY

Under King County Code chapter 2.80, any and all gifts for parks and recreation purposes that exceed $50,000 require acceptance on behalf of King County by the King County council by motion.

The proposed motion would accept a donation of 2.41 acres of private property west of Woodinville for the purposes of wildlife habitat conservation. The property was approved for the Public Benefit Rating System (PBRS) in 2001.[footnoteRef:1] The property would be removed from the PBRS program and protected in perpetuity by King County. [1:  Ordinance 14071] 


BACKGROUND

Under King County Code chapter 2.80, any and all gifts for parks and recreation purposes that exceed $50,000 require acceptance on behalf of King County by the King County council by motion.

The property proposed for donation is located off 208th Ave NE, south of Woodinville-Duvall Road, in unincorporated King County (Parcel 0826069090). The 2.41-acre property is adjacent to the Upper Bear Creek Natural Area. The Council approved the request for a PBRS classification for the property as open space in 2001.1 The PBRS program preserves and conserves privately held open space, farmland, or forestland through a property tax reduction.



ANALYSIS

The proposed motion would accept a donation of 2.41-acres of property adjacent to the Upper Bear Creek Natural Area located in Council District 3. According to the transmittal letter, the proposed motion supports "permanent conservation of fish and wildlife habitat and the protection of land in the rural area."

The property is currently enrolled in the PBRS program. With this in-fee property donation, the property would be removed from the PBRS program when the County takes ownership. The property is currently assessed at $700,000. 

According to the fiscal note, the Parks and Recreation Division anticipates ongoing costs associated with mowing/brushing, removing invasive weeds, and routine monitoring and inspections. There are also one-time costs for bringing the property into the Parks inventory. The one-time costs include demolishing the existing structure and fence installation. The fiscal note estimates $150,000 as an initial estimate for demolishing the structure. Parks will use existing capital budget authority for the demolition.

Attached to the motion is the King County Real Estate Donation Agreement. While the donation agreement does not include any covenants or restrictions about the future use of the property, Executive staff indicate that proposed motion would "permanently protect fish and wildlife habitat."

AMENDMENTS

· Amendment 1 is a technical amendment that would amend the motion to update the assessed value using the most recent appraisal and correct the type of real estate agreement referenced in the motion.

· Title Amendment 1 would conform the title to 2020-0301 by updating the assessed value. 
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