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BUILDING FOR CULTURE PROGRAM

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION


The arts enrich our lives and make our communities strong. Arts, cultural and heritage organizations in King County provide gathering places, sites where our diverse histories can be interpreted and shared, public cultural spaces that attract residents and tourists alike, and a window into our region’s past through the preservation of historic structures. They strengthen the local economy, contribute to vibrant communities, and promote tourism. 

The Building For Culture Program is a partnership between King County and 4Culture to provide much-needed capital funding for arts, cultural and heritage organizations, as well as funding for the preservation of landmark structures. The program is meant to be an investment in our region’s future to help ensure that local arts, cultural, and heritage organizations have the ability to continue to serve our local communities.

The program will be funded by approximately $20 million in King County bonds backed by hotel-motel tax collections.  The final amount may be adjusted based on revised revenue forecasts.  4Culture and King County will share debt service payments. The program includes:

· Arts, Cultural & Heritage Program. This fund is open to King County-based nonprofit arts, heritage and cultural organizations and eligible public agencies, with at least a two-year operating history, tax-exempt status, and demonstrated long-term site control. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Allowable expenses include real estate transaction costs, purchase of materials, contracted labor, design development, construction drawings, and fees for acquisition, construction, or remodeling projects. The minimum request size is $10,000. Eligible organizations may apply in one of three categories as described below based on the size of the project's overall budget.   As a goal, the program will seek to award up to the corresponding level of support based on project size.  The percentages are not intended to act as a cap on the award but provide guidance when determining award allocations.  

(1) budget greater than $10 million, up to 5% of project costs; 
(2) budget between $1 million-$10 million, up to 10% of project costs; and 
(3) budget up to $1 million, up to 25% of project costs.

· Preservation Program. This fund is open to King County-based landmark property owners of record, including nonprofit organizations, eligible public agencies, businesses, and private individuals, including approved leaseholders with a minimum 10-year lease and buyers with a signed purchase and sale agreement.

Allowable expenses include real estate transaction costs, purchase of materials, contracted labor, design development, construction drawings, and fees for acquisition, stabilization, rehabilitation or restoration of landmark properties designated as an official City or County Landmark and/or listed in the National Register of Historic Places, or a contributing property located in a City, County, or National Register historic district, or considered eligible for designation by the appropriate preservation agency. Funding through this program requires a one-to-one cash match and the minimum project budget, including match, is $60,000. Funding awards will range from $30,000 to $250,000.

· Preservation Action Fund. This fund provides direct investment into the acquisition, stabilization, and redevelopment of significant but endangered historic properties throughout King County. This targeted, project-based fund will be managed by King County Preservation Program, 4Culture, and Washington Trust for Historic Preservation through the establishment of a Preservation Action Fund Advisory Committee.  Only properties outside the City of Seattle will be eligible. The fund will be managed for sustainability.

All projects to be funded through the Arts, Cultural, Heritage & Preservation Capital Program should be underway and close to shovel-ready. In most cases, funds must be spent within 36 months of grant award.

Projects applying for funding in the first two categories will be evaluated by three independent peer panels, based on project size, composed of arts, heritage, and preservation professionals, and other community representatives. Projects will be scored based on project excellence, feasibility, and community impact. Following the review panel, funding recommendations will be forwarded to 4Culture Advisory Committees, the 4Culture Board, and the King County Council for final approval.

Application deadline for the first two categories is September 9, 2015.  
1
More information is available at www.4culture.org
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