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SUBJECT  

Law, Justice, Health and Human Services Year in Review
BACKGROUND

The standing committees of the King County Council consider and make recommendations on specific policy areas. The committees hear and act on legislation, as well as receive briefings on matters related to issues that may come before the Council. Briefings are intended to inform members on particular policy matters and help prepare members for their discussions and decision making. 

The Law, Justice, Health and Human Services Committee considers and makes recommendations on polices related to law, safety, criminal justice and emergency management programs including those related to public safety; public health programs; human services programs. The committee also considers the implementation of labor agreements related to the above areas.
In 2013, the Law, Justice, Health, and Human Services Committee: 
· Met 17 times

· Acted on 27 ordinances, 24 motions, and held 32  briefings on matters from elder abuse to homeless management information systems
· Approved nine collective bargaining agreements covering nearly 1,000 King County employees.

The Law, Justice, Health, and Human Services Committee engaged on several key policy areas including: 

· Homeless Youth & Young Adult Initiative - The committee helped shape the Preventing and Ending Youth and Young Adult Homelessness Comprehensive Plan, which aims to end youth and young adult homelessness by 2020. One result of the committee’s intensive work on this issue was the Council’s action during its budget review to fully fund the priority actions in the Youth and Young Adult Homelessness Comprehensive Plan, and also to make up for federal funding cuts at several existing youth shelters.

· Family Coordinated Entry/Youth & Young Adult Coordinated Engagement - New HUD regulations require all communities to develop “coordinated entry” systems for people seeking homeless services. The committee provided oversight and received briefings on the newly developed coordinated entry systems for homeless families and homeless youth and young adults.

· Safe Harbors Homeless Management Information System - The committee was briefed on the status of the Safe Harbors HMIS. As a result of the committee’s concern regarding ongoing issues related to data quality and management of the program, the Council adopted a proviso requiring an intergovernmental work team to address Safe Harbors data, governance, and program management issues. This work is ongoing and will return to committee in 2014.

· Memorial for KCSO Fallen Deputies - The committee enacted legislation establishing the memorial in the Downtown Seattle King County Courthouse.  

· King County Critical Incident Response Team – The committee authorized King County to enter into an interlocal cooperative agreement with the Washington State Patrol and the cities of Bellevue, Black Diamond, Bothell, Issaquah, Kirkland, Mercer Island, Redmond and Snoqualmie for the creation of a King County investigative response team in order to provide mutual aid police services in the event of officer involved shootings or other critical incidents.

· Crime and Penalties for Public Urination – Following seventeen cities in King County and six counties in the state, the committee passed an ordinance creating the crime and establishing penalties for public urination or defecation in rural unincorporated King County.  

· Boat Impound - An ordinance that allows King County Sheriff’s Office Marine Unit deputies to legally impound boats in the event boaters are driving under the influence or when boats are unattended and present a hazard was enacted by the committee. 
· Immigration and Customs Enforcement Detainers – The committee held three public hearings on the county’s honoring of Immigration and Customs Enforcement detainer requests for individuals in King County jail facilities. 
· Emergency Management - The committee received multiple, detailed briefings from Executive staff on emergency management and regional preparedness. The briefings included a focus on the county’s work in providing regional leadership for all emergency preparedness planning. 

In addition the committee heard briefings on such topics as:

· King County’s HERO project

· The county’s mental health system

· Health reform

· The Children’s Crisis Outreach Response System

· Implementation of I-502 (Recreational Marijuana)
· The Prosecutor’s reentry summit

· Elder abuse

· The Homelessness One Night Count
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