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January 19, 2018


Ms. Melani Pedroza
Clerk, King County Council
Room 1200
C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Ms. Pedroza:

This letter transmits three agreements for Council review that will enable King County to provide consistency in transit service at the Convention Place Station (CPS) site as the Washington State Convention Center (WSCC) moves forward in the construction of the WSCC Addition project.

The agreements are: Temporary Joint Use Agreement, amendment to the Transit Power Substation Memorandum of Understanding (TPSS MOU Amendment), and Agreement for Removal and Replacement of Communications and Low-Voltage Equipment and Related Work in the Downtown Seattle Transit Tunnel (Sound Transit Agreement).  Each one is contemplated by the purchase and sale agreement for the sale of Convention Place Station (CPS) to WSCC, entered into on July 25, 2017 in accordance with Ordinance 18546.  

The purchase and sale agreement states:

18.2(a)”…The Temporary Joint Use Agreement shall be subject to a thirty day review period by the Council.  Prior to execution, the King County Executive shall submit an electronic copy to the Clerk of the Council who will distribute a copy to all Councilmembers and the Director of Legislative Analysis or designee.  If the Council does not pass an ordinance objecting to the Temporary Joint Use Agreement during the review period, the King County Executive shall be authorized to execute the Temporary Joint Use Agreement.  

18.4 “…Buyer and Seller acknowledge and agree that Seller and Sound Transit must reach agreement with respect to certain matters described in this Section before Buyer and Seller may enter into the TPSS MOU Amendment, and Seller shall use commercially reasonable efforts to resolve expeditiously such matters with Sound Transit prior to Closing. Both the TPSS MOU Amendment and the Sound Transit agreement shall be subject to a thirty day review period by the Council. Prior to execution, the Executive shall submit an electronic copy to the Clerk of the Council who will distribute a copy to all Councilmembers and the Director of Legislative Analysis or designee. lf the Council does not pass an ordinance objecting to the agreement(s) during the review period, the Executive shall be authorized to execute the agreement(s).

The final Temporary Joint Use Agreement and TPSS MOU Amendment with WSCC provides for the construction and use of a temporary ramp and stops on Ninth Avenue, and the movement of communications and emergency systems infrastructure out of the CPS property and into the cut and cover tunnel under Pine Street, respectively. The final Sound Transit agreement provides for the movement of Sound Transit communications and emergency systems infrastructure, also located at the CPS property, into the cut and cover tunnel and a related Sound Transit-owned facility. The agreement also provides for construction of a separation wall between Sound Transit’s rail line and the cut and cover tunnel after the County ceases bus operations in the Downtown Seattle Transit Tunnel (DSTT).
 
The CPS property has been a valuable part of King County Metro Transit’s (Metro) bus operations since 1990. It is the access point to the DSTT as well as providing an important layover function for buses. The execution of these agreements will allow bus service to continue in the area, until such time as the buses are phased out of the DSTT.

The transmittal of these agreements supports the King County Strategic Plan goals of Mobility in delivering a safe, reliable, and seamless network of transportation options and Economic Vitality by increasing access to family-wage job opportunities through its partnership with the WSCC project. It also supports the King County Equity and Social Justice Strategic Plan goal of promoting capital development programs that are pro-equity and contribute to improved community conditions, access to transit being one of them.



Thank you for your review. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Victor Obeso, Deputy General Manager, King County Metro Transit, at 206-477-5778.

Sincerely,



Dow Constantine
King County Executive
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