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SUBJECT

A motion accepting a report on the progress toward construction of a pedestrian walkway from the Pacific Freshman Campus School to Klahanie SE/252nd Avenue SE on Issaquah-Fall City road as required in the 2009 mid-biennium supplemental budget ordinance 16310, Section 5, Proviso 4.
SUMMARY
The Issaquah School District’s Pacific Freshman Campus is located on the south side of Issaquah-Fall City Road adjacent to the Klahanie neighborhood.  For several years, pedestrian improvements to provide access to the campus have been a Council priority.  Motion 12794 approved a work plan for construction of a pedestrian pathway on Issaquah-Fall City Road from the vicinity of the Pacific Cascade Freshman Campus School to Klahanie SE/252nd Avenue SE.
The 2009 mid-biennium supplemental ordinance included another Director’s Office proviso calling for a progress report on this project by October 15, 2009:

“P4 PROVIDED FURTHER THAT:


“Of this appropriation, $50,000 shall not be expended or encumbered until the council receives and approves by motion a report on the progress toward construction of a pedestrian walkway from the Pacific Cascade Freshman Campus School to Klahanie SE/252nd Avenue SE.  The report should be transmitted no later than October 18, 2009. 
The report must be filed in the form of 11 copies with the clerk of the council, who shall retain the original and will forward copies to each councilmember and to the transportation committee, or its successor.”
The report was submitted in October just after the deadline but no motion was included.  The current transmittal includes the motion and an updated progress report dated December 2, 2009.

Proposed Motion 2009-0651 accepts this progress report, which is Attachment A to the proposed motion.  As this report indicates, a state grant was approved in June 2009, allowing for a larger project to be constructed but forcing a schedule delay.  The project was advertised and bids were opened on December 2.  Preliminary indications are that the project can be completed under budget. 

BACKGROUND
The 2008 County Budget included a KCDOT Director’s Office proviso requiring submittal to the Council of a plan to construct a pedestrian walkway on Issaquah-Fall City Road from the Pacific Cascade Freshman Campus School to Klahanie SE/252nd Avenue SE.  The school was converted from a 9th grade campus to a 6th through 8th grade middle school, effective with the 2009-2010 school year.  This change increased the need for the project as it generates more pedestrian traffic from the surrounding area.

Motion 12794 approved a plan for a project estimated to cost $1,295,000.  The Road Services Division applied for a $795,000 grant from the Washington State Department of Transportation to augment $500,000 in Road funds reserved for this project.  This project scope includes construction of 1,700 feet of 6-foot wide cement concrete curb, gutter, and sidewalk, 1,200 feet of drainage, 300 feet of pedestrian handrail with retail wall, street lighting, pedestrian countdown timers, traffic signs, signal modifications, pavement markings, and miscellaneous landscape.  As amended by the Council, the motion noted that if the grant request was unsuccessful the $500,000 in Road funds would be expended on a scaled-down project.

The State initially turned down the grant application but notified the County that it was approved in June of this year.  The availability of the grant funds allowed the original project to move forward but required a schedule change.  The project was advertised and the bids opened on December 2.  As the progress report notes, a preliminary review of the bids suggests that it will be possible to complete the project under budget, with construction starting in January.
ANALYSIS

The proposed motion accepts the progress report, which points toward a completion of the larger-scale, grant-funded project in early 2010.  Given the Council’s support for completion of the project, it would be appropriate to approve the motion.
ATTACHMENTS
1. Proposed Motion 2009-0651 with Attachment (December 2 Proviso Response)
2. Executive’s Transmittal Letter
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