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Metropolitan King County Council

Law, Justice and Human Services Committee

STAFF REPORT

AGENDA ITEM:  7

DATE:  May 18, 2006
PROPOSED ORDINANCE 2006-0226
PREPARED BY:  Clifton Curry
SUBJECT:  AN ORDINANCE authorizing the county executive to enter into an interlocal agreement between King County and the University of Washington police to provide law enforcement mutual aid and mobilization.
SUMMARY:  The King County Sheriff’s Office (KCSO) provides law enforcement services to unincorporated King County and, through contracts, to cities, Metro Transit, the King County Airport, Indian Tribes, the King County Housing Authority, the federal government, and school districts.  The sheriff also contracts with cities, and other agencies, for specialized police services including specialized patrols and targeted law enforcement.  Under state law, the sheriff is primary law enforcement officer in the county.
Background.  In 2003, the Legislature passed the Statewide Mobilization Act (Act) under chapter 43.43 RCW.  The Legislature passed the Act to establish a mechanism and procedure to provide state and federal funding to reimburse local law enforcement agencies that exhaust local resources in response to disasters.  The Act establishes mobilization “regions” within the state. King County is in the South Puget Sound Region with Kitsap, Mason, and Pierce counties.  The Act provides that each region will have a separate mobilization committee and develop a mobilization plan.  As part of this plan, local law enforcement agencies within each county in their respective regions are entering into interlocal agreements to coordinate resources in the event of a disaster.  These agreements are intended to be separate and not replace the usual Mutual Aid Agreements already in existence between most jurisdictions of the county.  
The proposed motion and agreement, if approved, will add King County Sheriff’s Office as signatory to the Interlocal Cooperative Agreement to Provide Law Enforcement Mutual Aid and Mobilization Between the Cities of King County (Agreement).  The goal of the agreement is to provide the platform for regional agreements and assist in streamlining the application and reimbursement process for obtaining state and federal funding to reimburse local jurisdictions that exceed their resources in response to disasters.
King County is the last signatory on the agreement.  Given this agreement is a vehicle to assist all jurisdictions, including King County, with a streamlined process and mechanism to obtain financial reimbursement from state and federal sources in the event of a disaster, the King County Sheriff’s Office is supporting adoption of the agreement.
The Statewide Mobilization Act became effective July 27, 2003.  The Act was modeled after the state Fire Mobilization Plan.  The Legislative declaration and intent provides as follows:

(1) Because of the possibility of a disaster of unprecedented size and destruction, including acts of domestic terrorism and civil unrest, that requires law enforcement response for the protection of persons or property and preservation of the peace, the need exists to ensure that the state is adequately prepared to respond to such incident.  There is a need to (a) establish a mechanism and a procedure to provide for reimbursement to law enforcement agencies that respond to help others in times of need; and to host law enforcement agencies that experience expenses beyond the resources of the agencies; and (b) generally to protect the public safety, peace, health, lives and property of the people of Washington. 

(2) It is hereby declared necessary to:

(a) Provide the policy and organizational structure for large-scale mobilization of law enforcement resources in the state, using the incident command system, through creation of the Washington state law enforcement mobilization plan;

(b) Confer upon the chief of the Washington State Patrol the powers provided in this chapter;

(c) Provide a means for reimbursement to law enforcement jurisdictions that incur expenses when mobilized by the chief under Washington law enforcement mobilization plan; and

(d) Provide  for reimbursement of the host law enforcement agency when it has:

i. Exhausted all of its resources; and

ii. Invoked its local mutual aid network and exhausted those resources. 

The Act establishes a law enforcement mobilization policy board comprised of various representatives throughout the designated regions.  The board makes recommendations to the chief of the state patrol regarding the refinement and maintenance of the mobilization plan including procedures to be used during an emergency or disaster response requiring coordination of local, regional, and state law enforcement resources.  Local law enforcement may request mobilization only in response to an emergency or disaster exceeding the capabilities of available local resources and those available through existing mutual aid agreements.
The State Patrol in consultation with the Washington Association of Sheriffs and Police Chiefs and the state office of financial management will develop procedures to facilitate reimbursement to jurisdictions from funds appropriate specifically for this purpose when jurisdictions are mobilized under the state plan.  The Act is not be construed to limit the eligibility of any non-host law enforcement authority to seek reimbursement of expenses incurred in providing law enforcement resources for mobilization.  An important component of the agreement is that each agency retains the right to determine whether its own police department will or cannot provide the requested mutual aid services and if and when it stops providing assistance.
Proposed Amendment and Title Amendment.  The proposed ordinance incorrectly states that the agreement is between the county and the University of Washington police.  The correct language would be that the agreement is between the King County and the cities of King County.  Proposed corrective amendments are attached.
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