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SUBJECT

A resolution declaring the Regional Water Quality Committee’s support of the Wastewater Treatment Division’s Regional Wastewater Services Plan Update Scoping Document. 

SUMMARY

The Wastewater Treatment Division (WTD) is updating the Regional Wastewater Services Plan (RWSP). The attached Scoping Document describes the overall approach and some of the major policy issues that will be analyzed, to update the RWSP. Resolution 2025-01 declares the RWQC’s support of the attached Scoping Document.  

BACKGROUND

Regional Wastewater Services Plan. The Regional Wastewater Services Plan (RWSP) was adopted by Ordinance 13680 in November 1999 to ensure the continuation of high-quality wastewater treatment services through 2030.  The RWSP is codified in King County Code Section 28.86.010 and 28.86.040 through 28.86.150.  The RWSP outlines programs and projects through 2030 to increase wastewater system capacity and function; gives guidance on recovering and recycling beneficial resources from the wastewater treatment process; and provides direction on protecting and monitoring water quality and meeting permit conditions.[footnoteRef:1] The policies in the RWSP cover the major program elements for wastewater services and are as follows: [1:  Regional Wastewater Services Plan 2017 Annual Report ] 

· Treatment plant policies (K.C.C. 28.86.050)
· Conveyance policies (K.C.C. 28.86.060)
· I/I (inflow/infiltration) policies (K.C.C. 28.86.070)
· Combined sewer overflow control policies (K.C.C. 28.86.080)
· Biosolids policies (K.C.C. 28.86.090)
· Water reuse policies (K.C.C. 28.86.100) 
· Wastewater services policies (K.C.C. 28.86
· Water quality protection policies (K.C.C. 28.86.120) 
· Wastewater planning policies (K.C.C. 28.86.130) 
· Environmental mitigation policies (K.C.C. 28.86.140) 
· Public involvement policies (K.C.C. 28.86.150) 
Ordinance 13680 also includes financial policies (K.C.C. 28.86.160), and implementation policies (K.C.C. 28.86.180) that are not within the sections of code defined as the RWSP. In December 1999, the Council adopted the RWSP Operational Master Plan. 

In late 2018 the Department of Natural Resources and Parks launched a planning effort titled, “Clean Water Plan (CWP).” This plan was intended to serve as a wastewater comprehensive plan that would ultimately result in an update or replacement of the RWSP. During the CWP process, RWQC received many briefings on the actions and strategies under consideration for the CWP. Additionally, some RWQC members served in advisory roles during the CWP process. 

In November 2021, after hearing dissatisfaction with and frustration with both the substance of the Clean Water Plan and the planning process, and the lack of regulatory certainty related to the pending nutrients permit and negotiations on the CSO consent decree, WTD paused the development of the Clean Water Plan to fully consider the feedback it received and to develop improvements that respond to that feedback. 

In December 2023, the Regional Water Quality Committee sent a letter to Executive Constantine noting the complex challenges facing the system and the need to resume planning now for the future of the regional wastewater system. WTD relaunched its planning effort in 2024 and it is now titled the RWSP Update. 

2024 RWSP Briefings. RWQC held the following briefings and discussions on the RWSP in 2024:

· March 6, 2024: Introduction and Overview of RWSP Update Revised Approach

· April 3, 2024:  Overview of RWSP Update Revised Approach 

· June 5, 2024:  Review of Draft Guiding Principles and Request for Input on Update of Treatment Plant Policies 

· August 7, 2024:  Review of Guiding Principles, Early Code Changes, and Treatment Plant Policy Review 

· September 4, 2024: Workshop on RWSP Scope 

· October 2, 2024: Review of Scoping Document, Guiding Principles and Early Code Changes 

· November 6, 2024: RWQC collaboration approach, RWSP Working Group and early code changes           

· December 4, 2024: RWQC follow-up from September 4, 2024 Discussion of Scope of Work and introduction to the Vision for Clean Water.  


ANALYSIS

Resolution RWQC2025-01 declares the RWQC’s support for the attached scoping document. 

Lines 52-54 state: 
“A.  The regional water quality committee declares its support of the wastewater treatment division's Regional Wastewater Services Plan update scoping document, attached as Attachment A to this resolution, which the division shall use to guide the development and content of the long-range Regional Wastewater Services Plan update.”

Lines 56-58 state: 
“B.  The regional water quality committee requests the wastewater treatment division brief the regional water quality committee before making any substantive changes to the scoping document.”

The scoping document describes the overall approach that will be used to update King County’s Regional Wastewater Services Plan (RWSP). The scoping document includes:
· Key terms,
· Background,
· Description of the major tasks/deliverables, 
· Timeline, and 
· A list of the major policy issues and questions to be analyzed as part of the RWSP.

As described in the background section of this staff report, the document was drafted by the Wastewater Treatment Division and was discussed at several RWQC meetings as well as Metropolitan Water Pollution Abatement Advisory Committee meetings. Following the December 4, 2025, RWQC meeting, the Sound Cities Association caucus members offered suggested edits. Additionally, Councilmember Hollingwsworth suggested adding an additional question related to environmental justice for analysis as part of the RWSP Update. All the changes to the version discussed on December 4, 2025, are shown in Attachment 2 and are included in Attachment A to the resolution. 
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· Kamuron Gurol, Director, Wastewater Treatment Division
· Darren Greve, Government Relations Administrator, Wastewater Treatment Division 






ATTACHMENTS

1. RWQC Resolution 2025-01 and its attachment
2. Redline version of Scoping Document showing changes since December 4, 2024. 
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