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Metropolitan King County Council

Utilities Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	8
	Name:
	Megan Smith

	Proposed No.:
	2003-0033
	Date:
	February 25, 2003

	Attending:
	Bruce Bennett, Chair, Utilities and Technical Review Committee
Robert Pancoast, Compass Geographics, Inc.


SUBJECT: An Ordinance approving the Ames Lake Water Association 2001 Comprehensive Water System Plan
BACKGROUND:  
King County Code and Review Criteria

King County Code Chapter 13.24 requires approval of comprehensive plans for water utilities as a prerequisite for granting right-of-way franchises and approval or right-of-way construction permits. Water comprehensive plans are reviewed by the Utilities Technical Review Committee (UTRC) prior to submission to the King County Council for approval. Water comprehensive plans need to be consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan and with the planning criteria identified by the state Department of Health in its “Water System Planning Handbook.” 

Service Area 

The Ames Lake Water Association service area is located to the west of the City of Carnation and to the north of the town of Fall City.  It is bounded by the Snoqualmie River valley on the east and by the Patterson Creek valley on the west and southwest (please see attachment 3 for a map of the service area). The service area is designated as rural under the King County Comprehensive Plan. As of January 2001, Ames Lake was supplying water to 1063 members, serving approximately 2,500 people.  
Water Supply 
Water is supplied by 5 active wells. One additional well is ready to be activated in case of an emergency. Ames Lake draws from aquifers that recharge both the Snoqualmie River and the much smaller Patterson Creek, with the majority of water supply being withdrawn from wells within the Patterson Creek Basin. Patterson Creek is a key tributary for coho salmon, and also provides habitat for chinook salmon. 
In the mid 1990s, the Tulalip Tribes appealed the approval of three Ames Lake water rights permit applications by the Department of Ecology. The appeal went to the Pollution Control Hearings Board (PCHB). During the course of the appeal, The Tulalip Tribes, Ames Lake, and the Department of Ecology reached an agreement on mitigation requirements, and the appeal was dismissed subject to a series of conditions. The agreement and subsequent PCHB order call for Ames Lake’s wells to be managed as a “well field,” sets limits on the maximum instantaneous pumping rate, and requires stream flow augmentation for a tributary of Patterson Creek if certain thresholds are exceeded. 
Water Demand

In 2000, the monthly per capita daily demand ranged from a low of 186 gallons in March and October to a high of 453 gallons in August.  The average per capita daily demand was 260 gallons.  Total annual demand was approximately 92.2 million gallons for the year 2001. By 2012, the total annual demand is projected to increase by approximately 24% to 114.7 million gallons. With projected water conservation factored in, total annual demand in 2012 is projected to be 104.7 million gallons.    

Ames Lake anticipates reaching the limits of its water rights and production capacity in 2012, based on forecasted growth under existing land uses and zoning. The district is exploring options to obtain additional water rights and supplies. The water plan notes that Ames Lake is in discussions with Seattle Public Utilities (SPU), Sammamish Plateau Water and Sewer District, and Union Hill Water Association to obtain water from SPU’s Tolt Pipeline. Water would be purchased from SPU to meet peak water needs in summer. Ames Lake is also pursuing water supplies from the Snoqualmie Aquifer as part of efforts by the East King County Regional Water Association to develop a new water supply.  Ames Lake has adequate rights and supplies to meet projected demand during the 6-year period covered by this plan update. 
Conservation Practices

Ames Lake pursues a combination of water conservation strategies including water rate structures, system efficiencies, technical assistance, and public education.  Ames Lake has implemented an inclined-block rate structure (higher rates charged higher volumes of use) since 1987. Through the combination of water conservation measures, Ames Lake achieved a reduction in per capita water use of approximately 11% for the period from 1989 through 2000. 

Utilities Technical Review Committee Review

The UTRC reviewed and conditionally approved the plan on April 10, 2002. The conditions of approval, technical changes to the plan, are reflected in the final plan version attached to the proposed ordinance. A Determination of Non-Significance for the plan was issued on September 19, 2002 in accordance with the State Environmental Policy Act. Both Ames Lake and the Washington State Department of Health have approved the plan. 
PROPOSED ORDINANCE

Proposed Ordinance 2003-0033 would approve the Ames Lake Water Association 2001 Comprehensive Water System Plan without conditions. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Proposed Ordinance 2003-0033, without attachment
2. Transmittal letter for Proposed Ordinance 2003-0033, dated January 22, 2003 

3. Map of Ames Lake Water Association Service Area 
