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SUBJECT

Briefing on the King County Department of Public Defense 2018 Annual Director’s Report. 

SUMMARY

As required by Ordinance 17678, the Director of the Department of Public Defense has written an annual report on the status of the Department of Public Defense. Ms. Lorinda Youngcourt, director of the King County Department of Public Defense, is scheduled to present a summary of the King County Department of Public Defense 2018 Annual Director’s Report during today’s committee meeting. 

BACKGROUND 

The implementing ordinance (Ordinance 17678) that created the King County Department of Public Defense calls for the Public Defender to ensure that the American Bar Association’s (ABA) 10 Principles of a Public Defense Delivery System guide the management and work of the Department and to report on the results of her efforts in that regards on April 1st of each year.

The ABA principles were created as a practical guide for public officials, policymakers and others charged with creating new public defense delivery systems or improving existing ones. They constitute the fundamental criteria necessary to ensure a system provides effective, efficient, high-quality, ethical, conflict-free legal representation for defendants unable to afford an attorney. The ABA’s Ten Principles of a Public Defense Delivery System are listed below in the analysis section of this staff report.

ATTACHMENTS

1. The King County Department of Public Defense 2018 Annual Director’s Report
2. Transmittal Letter
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