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The Honorable Jean Kohl-Welles
Chair, Regional Water Quality Committee
King County Council 
Room 1200 
C O U R T H O U S E 

Dear Councilmember Kohl-Welles:

The Metropolitan Water Pollution Abatement Advisory Committee (MWPAAC) has reviewed Proposed Ordinance 2016-0091, amending the grant award process for the WaterWorks grant program. MWPAAC is pleased to have had a key role in the development of the WaterWorks grant program, and appreciates the collaboration that occurred with King County to develop this program. In addition, in accordance with Ordinance 18031, MWPAAC members have been participating on the Grant Ranking Committee for the first round of grants associated with this project. 

Proposed Ordinance 2016-0091 recommends changes to the make-up of the Grant Ranking Committee to begin with the 2016 grant-ranking process. I recently shared MWPAAC’s point of view on the proposed recommendation with Councilmember Dembowski, and I am so grateful for his time and willingness to hear our thoughts. We also wanted to formally share our thoughts with the Regional Water Quality Committee. 

MWPAAC would prefer that time is allowed for the current grant award process to be fully implemented. The Grant-Ranking Committee recently met to discuss lessons learned from the first awards, and made some suggestions for improvements. It seems that it is premature to make any changes at this time. In addition, a change in the process for the 2016 awards could jeopardize awarding grants during this year due to the time it could take for the King County Council to nominate and receive King County Executive approval for committee members. We suggest waiting to make any formal changes to the grant award process until the next biennium. At that time, the Council will be able to apply the lessons learned from the first two years of this grant program.

Thank you for the opportunity to share MWPAAC’s comments on Proposed Ordinance 2016-0091. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,
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Pam Carter
Chair
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Metropolitan Water Pollution
Abatement Advisory Committee

King Street Center, 201 South Jackson Street, MS KSC-NR-0512
Seattle, WA 98104 206-477-3648

MEMBERS:

Alderwood Water and
Wastewater District

City of Algona

City of Auburn

City of Bellevue

City of Black Diamond

City of Bothell

City of Brier

City of Carnation

Cedar River Water and Sewer District
Coal Creek Utility District

Cross Valley Water District

Highlands Sewer District

City ofIssaquah

City of Kent

City of Kirkland

City of Lake Forest Park

Lakehaven Utility District

City of Mercer Island

Midway Sewer District

Muckleshoot Indian Tribe

Northeast Sammamish Sewer District
Northshore Utility District

Olympic View Water and Sewer District
City of Pacific

City of Redmond

City of Renton

Ronald Wastewater District

Sammamish Plateau Water and
Sewer District

City of Seattle

Skyway Water and Sewer District
Soos Creek Water and Sewer District
Southwest Suburban Sewer District
City of Tukwila

Val Vue Sewer District

Vashon Sewer District

Woodinville Water District
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