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METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL

LABOR, OPERATIONS AND TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE

STAFF REPORT

AGENDA ITEM:  6
DATE:  April 12, 2005

PROPOSED NO:  2005-0132
PREPARED BY:  David Randall
SUBJECT: 
An ORDINANCE authorizing the county executive to execute an interlocal agreement with selected special purpose districts located on Vashon Island for emergency management purposes. 
BACKGROUND:  

State law requires that the county have an emergency management program and plan for internal county government operations (RCW 38.52 and WAC 118.30).  The King County Emergency Management Plan specifically addresses emergency planning in times of disaster for our own county government.

In addition, state law provides the framework for mutual aid agreements among local governments (RCW 38.52).  Council authorized the executive to enter into such mutual aid agreements with other public and private organizations in King County to provide regional emergency management services in the event of a disaster (Motion 11414).  The county has interlocal mutual aid agreements with several counties for the purpose of providing and receiving assistance in the event of an emergency.  Currently the county has mutual aid agreements with Pierce, Whatcom, Pend Oreille, Stevens, Asotin, Skamania, and Clark counties.  These mutual aid agreements provide for the sharing of resources between cooperating county governments, but does not include emergency management for other public, private or non-profit organizations within King County.   
State law does not require disaster planning among public and private organizations within a county.  To fill this gap, the Council initiated the development of a regional approach to disaster planning among both public and private organizations within King County.  This Council initiative resulted in the King County Regional Disaster Plan.  
SUMMARY:  

Proposed Ordinance 2005-0132 authorizes the executive to execute an interlocal agreement with the selected special purpose districts located on Vashon and Maury Islands for emergency management services.   Development of this interlocal agreement is in response to requests from the communities of Vashon and Maury Islands.   The agreement includes King County Fire District 13, Water District 19, Vashon Island School District, as well as the county.  
The Vashon Island Emergency Management Area Interlocal Agreement has two primary purposes:

1. Creates a Vashon Island Emergency Management Area.  The Vashon Island Emergency Management Area is defined as the operational boundaries of Fire District 13.  
2. Provides a legal framework for public sector organizations to provide short-term emergency management services.  The agreement provides the legal framework for public sector organizations to provide short-term emergency management response following a disaster that results in the county not being able to provide emergency management, roads and law enforcement services.   The agreement specifies that in times of a disaster community representatives would staff and operate a community emergency operations center, activate the community’s emergency management plan, and designate the fire chief as incident commander.

ATTACHMENTS:

1. Proposed Ordinance 2005-0132
2. Transmittal Letter for Proposed Ordinance 2005-0132, dated March 23, 2005

ATTENDEES:

1. Eric Holdeman, Director, King County Emergency Management Services
2. Joe Ulatoski, Vashon and Maury Islands Community Representative

3. Michael Cochrane, Vashon and Maury Islands Community Representative
4. Rick Wallace, Vashon and Maury Islands Community Representative




