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Metropolitan King County Council

Law, Justice and Human Services Committee

STAFF REPORT

AGENDA ITEM:  2
      DATE:  April 6, 2006
PROPOSED ORDINANCE:  2006-0169
      PREPARED BY:  Doug Stevenson
SUBJECT:  AN ORDINANCE providing direction regarding the expenditure of proceeds from the regional human services levy for veterans and others in need, requiring a service improvement investment plan for the use of these proceeds, clarifying the roles of and process for appointing the members of the citizens' oversight boards, requiring  a report with recommendations regarding the updating of policies, priorities and contracts for human services currently funded with county discretionary funds and requesting the regional policy committee to direct development of a regional human services plan to update previously agreed-upon regional human services definitions and priorities.

SUMMARY:  Proposed Ordinance 2006-0169 was developed jointly under the auspices of the Law, Justice and Human Services and Regional Policy Committees.  This legislation is intended to provide guidance regarding expenditure of the proceeds of the newly authorized King County Regional Human Services Levy for veterans and others in need.  This levy, passed in the November 2005 general election, will provide $13.3 million per year for 6 years.  50% of the proceeds are dedicated to improving health, human services and housing for veterans, military personnel and their families, and 50% is dedicated to improving health, human services and housing for a wider array of people in need.
The proposed ordinance focuses levy expenditures on certain issues and goals related to basic county responsibilities and current priorities and requires development and approval of a strategic service improvement plan as the basis for appropriating these funds.  Specific goals, planning requirements and allocation parameters are laid out to guide plan development.  The services improvement plan is due to the Council by August 15, 2006, allowing time for Council review and approval prior to the annual budget process.  Timelines are included for the nomination (June 1, 2006) and appointment (August 1, 2006) of the citizen oversight boards called for in the original levy ordinance.
In addition, the proposed legislation recognizes the need for the county and regional jurisdictions collectively to update existing human services policies and planning and funding priorities in light of new regional developments such as the new levy and the adoption of the Ten Year Plan to End Homelessness.  Subsequent to completion of the service improvement plan for the use of new levy funds, the Executive is required to complete a comprehensive review of existing county human services policies and programs and recommend appropriate changes (due to the Council by April 2, 2006).  The Executive is also required to implement improved performance contracting practices that were agreed to as part of a recent report from the County Auditor’s Office.  All contracts for the use of the new levy funds will be implemented using the agreed upon practices as will new contracts that result from approval of recommendations in the report due April 2, 2007.
Finally, the legislation requests the Regional Policy Committee to develop a work plan to update regional human services definitions and priorities originally developed with city representatives to provide input to the county during and immediately following the financial crisis that began in earnest with the 2003 county budget.
ORDINANCE DEVELOPMENT:  In preparing the proposed ordinance, staff have worked extensively with the two council committees involved as well as stakeholder groups.  Initial briefings and discussions occurred on February 16, 2006 in the Law, Justice and Human Services Committee and on March in the Regional Policy Committee.  Staff also met with city and county human services and intergovernmental staff, members of the King County Veterans Program Advisory Board, the King County Alliance of Human Services, the South King Human Services Council, the Minority Executive Director’s Coalition, the King County Children and Family Commission and the Executive and the Directors of the Community and Human Services, Public Health and Adult and Juvenile Detention Departments.  Based on input from these sessions, the final draft of Proposed Ordinance 2006-0169 was introduced and scheduled for action by the Regional Policy and Law, Justice and Human Services Committees at this week’s regular meetings.
ATTENDING:
Jackie MacLean, Director, Department of Community & Human Services

Joel Estey, Manager, King County Veterans Program

Beth Mountsier, Staff, Regional Policy Committee
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1. Proposed Ordinance 2006-0169

2. Regional Policy Committee Staff Report on Proposed Ordinance 2006-0169
