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SUBJECT: Accessible Services Advisory Committee Report
SUMMARY:  Representatives of the Accessible Services Advisory Committee (ASAC) will appear before the RTC today to discuss issues currently being addressed by the ASAC. 
BACKGROUND: 
The Accessible Services Advisory Committee was formed to provide advice on transit matters of concern to the elderly and persons with disabilities to: 

· the Transit General Manager,

· the Executive

· the Council 

· local jurisdictions

· sub-area transportation forums, and 

· the Transit Advisory Committee.

Committee members are recruited by the Transit Division, appointed to two-year terms by the Executive and confirmed by the Council. As established in the King County Code (28.94.140), “Committee appointments shall reflect the diversity and geographic distribution of county residents.” In addition to the current membership (Attachment 1) four other appointments are in confirmation process and an additional recruitment effort is planned. 
The last appearance of ASAC representatives before the RTC was in March 2004 when the major topic of discussion was efforts underway to get better and more consistent on-board announcement of stops, major landmarks and street intersections by Metro’s bus operators. The RTC followed-up with a letter to the Executive in support of those efforts. 

The ASAC Chair and Vice-Chair will give the committee an update on that issue as well as others of concern to the ASAC:
· the implications for the County’s Human Services Bus Ticket Subsidy Program of any future increase in transit fares;
· adjustments to the County’s subsidized Taxi Scrip program in response to the recent taxi rate increases;

· attention to the needs of riders with disabilities in capital project design and equipment purchases, and
· assessment of the transportation needs of people with disabilities and older adults who live outside the Metro service area.

ATTACHMENTS:

1. Accessible Services Advisory Committee Membership Roster

ATTENDING:
Jeffery Morris, Chair, Accessible Services Advisory Committee
Larry Showalter, Vice Chair, Accessible Services Advisory Committee
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