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Metropolitan King County Council
Local Services and Land Use Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	17
	Name:
	Nick Bowman

	Proposed No.:
	2023-0179
	Date:
	May 23, 2023



SUBJECT

A motion proposing an honorary road name designation in recognition of Northwood Middle School.

SUMMARY

Proposed Motion 2023-0179 would initiate the Council process to honorarily designate SE 184th Street in the unincorporated community of Fairwood as “Jaguar Way” in honor of Northwood Middle School. Northwood Middle School, whose mascot is a Jaguar, is the sole property addressed off SE 184th Street.

BACKGROUND 

Honorary Street Designations.  Under King County Code (K.C.C.) 16.08.010, the Council is authorized to redesignate county street names and make honorary designations of a street or portion of a street by the adoption of an ordinance. An honorary designation is a secondary name for a street or a portion of a street that does not replace the legal name of the street.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  KCC 16.08.010.C.1.] 


The code provides two paths for honorary street designations: individuals and/or organizations may apply to the Council for a designation provided the individual and/or organization agrees to pay actual costs of manufacturing, designing and installation of signage or any replacement signs due to damage, theft or vandalism to the Road Services Division (Roads)[footnoteRef:2] or the Council itself can initiate the honorary street designation, wherein the costs are borne by Roads.  [2:  KCC 16.08.010.C.2.] 


For a Council initiated honorary street designation, the Council must first adopt a motion directing Roads to prepare a list by a date certain of the names and addresses of all property owners on the street, or portion thereof, to be given the honorary designation.  The Council must then mail notice of the proposed designation to all property owners on the street, or portion thereof, to be given the designation at least twenty days before Council action on an ordinance that would make the honorary designation.  The notice must advise the affected property owners that the costs of manufacturing, designing and installation of signage or any replacement signs due to damage, theft or vandalism will be borne by the Roads Services Division.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  KCC 16.08.010 C.5. ] 


ANALYSIS

Proposed Motion 2021-0179 signifies the Council's intent to give SE 184th Street in the Fairwood community of unincorporated King County the honorary designation "Jaguar Way." SE 184th street runs adjacent to the Kent School District No. 415 property, otherwise known as Northwood Middle School. Northwood Middle School’s mascot is the Jaguar.

The proposed motion would direct Roads to prepare and transmit to the Clerk of the Council a list of names and addresses of all affected property owners on SE 184th Street by June 30, 2023. The proposed motion would also direct the Clerk, within ten days of the receipt of the list of property owners from Roads, to send each affected property owner a copy of the adopted motion and a notice that the Council may introduce an ordinance to make the honorary street designation of "Jaguar Way. 

The notice will advise the affected property owners that they may submit comments on the proposed honorary name designation to the clerk no later than July 31, 2023. The proposed motion further requires the clerk to provide those comments to all councilmembers by August 10, 2023. 

According to the Executive, Kent School District No. 415, also known as Northwood Middle School, is the sole property addressed off SE 184th Street. 

Once the steps listed above are completed, the Council could then consider introduction and passage of an ordinance that would designate the honorary street name. 

INVITED

· Rey Sugui, Intergovernmental Relations, Road Services Division of the Department of Local Services

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2023-0179
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