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SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2025-0344 would authorize the Executive to execute an interlocal agreement with the City of Seattle to allocate Emergency Medical Services (EMS) property tax levy proceeds that are collected by King County within Seattle's city limits to the City of Seattle. 

SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance 2025-0344 would authorize the Executive to execute an interlocal cooperation agreement (ILA) with the City of Seattle regarding the allocation of EMS levy revenues. Seattle operates and funds a Medic One emergency services program that is separate from the County program but is part of the regional EMS delivery system. All EMS levy proceeds collected by the County from taxable property within Seattle are transferred to the City for Seattle's Medic One program. The existing 2020-2025 EMS ILA between the County and Seattle that facilitates this revenue transfer expires along with the current EMS levy at the end of 2025. The new ILA would continue the agreement for the 2026-2031 EMS levy period. The Seattle City Council approved the transmitted ILA (Attachment A to Proposed Ordinance 2025-0344) on June 17, 2025.

BACKGROUND 

King County EMS System. King County's Medic One/Emergency Medical Services (EMS) system provides residents of Seattle and King County with life-saving pre-hospital emergency care through an internationally recognized, tiered regional response system. This system relies upon coordinated partnerships with fire departments, paramedic agencies, dispatch centers, hospitals, and education programs. 

The City of Seattle operates and funds a Medic One emergency services program that is separate from the County program but is part of the regional EMS delivery system. All EMS levy proceeds collected from taxable property within the City of Seattle are reimbursed and transferred to the City, per an interlocal agreement between the County and the City,[footnoteRef:1] and used solely for the Seattle Medic One EMS program, which is coordinated through Seattle Fire Department. According to the transmittal letter, this transfer of funds does not impact the funding collected for the County, nor does it affect the County's ability to provide EMS services on a countywide basis.   [1:  The current ILA with the City of Seattle (King County – File #: 2019-0472) expires at the end of 2025. ] 


Funding of EMS Services. The Medic One/EMS system is primarily funded with a countywide, voter-approved EMS levy. State law authorizes EMS levies and stipulates that revenues collected may only be used for EMS operations and support purposes.[footnoteRef:2] Under RCW 84.52.069, EMS levies are permitted to be approved for six years, ten years, or on a permanent basis. EMS levies in King County have typically been approved for six-year periods. The 2020-2025 EMS levy, approved by voters in the November 2019 General Election, will expire at the end of 2025. The County Council passed Ordinance 19950 in July 2025 to place the 2026-2031 EMS levy on the November 4, 2025, general election ballot. As of November 5, 2025, the levy had the support of 79.6% of voters and the Seattle Times projected that the measure would be approved.[footnoteRef:3]  [2:  RCW 84.52.069(5) states that “Any tax imposed under this section [RCW 84.52.069] may be used only for the provision of emergency medical care or emergency medical services, including related personnel costs, training for such personnel, and related equipment, supplies, vehicles and structures needed for the provision of emergency medical care or emergency medical services.”]  [3:  Green, Sara Jean. "King County Prop 1 to renew Medic One funds passes in votes," Seattle Times, November 4, 2025, link. ] 


ANALYSIS

Proposed Ordinance 2025-0344 would authorize the Executive to execute an ILA with the City of Seattle for 2026-2031 regarding the allocation of EMS levy revenues, transferring to the City of Seattle all levy revenues collected from taxable property located within the legal boundaries of the City. The Seattle City Council approved the transmitted ILA (Attachment A to Proposed Ordinance 2025-0344) on June 17, 2025, which also endorsed placement of the 2026-2031 levy renewal proposal on the November 4, 2025, ballot. 

Per the transmitted ILA for 2026-2031, and similar to provisions in the current ILA for 2020-2025, the total amount of revenues transferred to the City of Seattle shall not be less than the smaller of the following:
a. All revenues that could be collected under the county-wide EMS levy from taxable property located within the legal boundaries of the City of Seattle at a beginning 2026 levy of $0.25 per $1,000 assessed valuation, accounting for historical rates of undercollection and adjusting in subsequent years per the growth limit factor of 1% plus new construction; or
b. The amount identified for the corresponding tax year as ‘Projected Net Seattle Property Taxes’ per the March 2025 forecast, dated May 17, 2025; or
c. All revenues that could be collected under the county-wide EMS levy from taxable property within the legal boundaries of the City at the highest levy rate that the County is allowed to impose under state law, accounting for historical rates of under collection.

According to the March 2025 EMS financial plan that accompanied the ILA, Seattle would receive between $78.5 million and $88.8 million annually over the six years of the levy. 

Revenue transfers would be administered by the County’s Finance and Business Operations Division of the Department of Executive Services. All revenues received by the City of Seattle would be deposited into a special revenue account and used only for emergency medical care/emergency medical services. The City would be required to provide the County with a report describing the City’s use of the levy proceeds annually.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2025-0344 (and its attachments)
2. Transmittal Letter
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