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Metropolitan King County Council
Committee of the Whole



STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	5
	Name:
	Andy Micklow

	Proposed No.:
	2024-0227
	Date:
	August 27, 2024



SUBJECT

Proposed Motion 2024-0227 would approve an extension of the Executive's appointment of Ed Carter as acting director of the Community Corrections Division within the King County Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention through October 14, 2024.

SUMMARY
 
King County Code (KCC) 2.16.110 defines the process for appointment and confirmation of exempt public officials. KCC requires that a motion be approved by the King County Council for the interim director to serve for more than 150 days. Ed Carter was initially appointed to serve as acting director effective March 16, 2024. After the initial 150 days transpired, KCC allows the appointee to continue serving if the Executive transmits a motion to Council for continued confirmation. The Executive transmitted the proposed motion to Council within the 150-day window. 

BACKGROUND 

King County Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention (DAJD) Community Corrections Division. The DAJD is made up of five divisions: the King County Correctional Facility in Seattle, the Maleng Regional Justice Center in Kent, the Juvenile Division, the Community Corrections Division, and the Administrative Services Division.

King County is responsible for the detention of all felons arrested in the county and presented for booking into jail, as well as misdemeanants arrested in the unincorporated King County or who have committed offenses that are adjudicated by the King County District Court (“state cases”). Additionally, other jurisdictions contract with DAJD for the detention of misdemeanants who fall under their jurisdiction, including the University of Washington, the Port of Seattle, and approximately 30 cities in King County. In addition to housing such individuals pre-trail, DAJD is responsible for the detention of individuals post-adjudication who are serving sentences of less than one year.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  K.C.C. 2.16.120] 


In 2002,[footnoteRef:3] the King County Council adopted as County policy that its secure detention facilities would only be used to house offenders who present a public safety risk. As a result, the County has developed alternatives to secure detention, provides treatment resources to offenders, and provides other community services to offenders to reduce recidivism. Alternatives to secure detention and treatment programs for adults are administered through the department’s Community Corrections Division. The Community Corrections Division also provides services to the courts to support judicial placement decisions for both pre-trial and sentenced inmates. [3:  Adult Justice Operational Master Plan, Ordinance 14430, adopted July 22, 2002.] 


KCC Requirements. KCC 2.16.110 outlines timeframes and requires specific actions be taken by the Executive and Council for the appointment and confirmation of exempt public officials. Individuals who are temporarily appointed during the recruitment for a permanent appointee serve in an acting capacity. Individuals appointed to acting positions may serve for no more than 150 days unless extended by motion adopted by Council. Such extensions last no more than 60 days. Ninety days after an acting appointment has been made, the Executive is required to transmit a status report on the Executive’s search for qualified candidates. In alignment with that provision, the transmittal letter dated July 11, 2024, that accompanied Proposed Motion 2024-0227, provides the Council with the recruitment status for the position. 

ANALYSIS

Appointee Information. Mr. Carter has been serving as acting director since March 2024. Before being appointed acting director, Mr. Carter served as the Community Corrections Division deputy director since February 2017.

Recruitment Status. According to Executive staff, the national posting went live on August 12, 2024. DAJD expects to interview the first round of candidates in mid-September. Final candidate presentations to interested parties are expected to occur in early to mid-October. If the recruitment is successful, an offer would be made shortly after final candidate presentation. The Executive intends to transmit a second extension to extend Mr. Carter’s acting appointment through December 11, 2024.

This motion appears consistent with code requirements.

INVITED

· Dwight Dively, Director, Department of Performance, Strategy, and Budget

ATTACHMENTS
	
1. Proposed Motion 2024-0227
2. Transmittal Letter
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