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July 30, 2002

The Honorable Cynthia Sullivan

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Sullivan:

The purpose of this letter is to transmit a motion to adopt criteria and standards for determining when a County owned and operated transfer station has exceeded its capacity to efficiently serve the needs of its customers.  The motion is supported by a report prepared by the Solid Waste Division that provides background on the development of the criteria and standards, and applies the standards to the existing system.  The motion is being transmitted at this time to meet the July 31, 2002 deadline for criteria and standards that was established by the Council when it passed Ordinance 14236 adopting the 2001 Comprehensive Solid Waste Management Plan.   

The criteria and standards are patterned after the familiar transportation industry standard of measurement for roadway and intersection capacity, “Level of Service” (LOS) criteria.  For County transfer stations, measurements of capacity consider both tonnage and vehicle volumes.  Letter grades “A” through “F” are used to define measures of under capacity through over capacity.  A LOS of “C” is considered optimal in that a transfer facility is able to manage the tonnage and vehicles it receives with only occasional back-ups or delays.  An LOS of “D” or lower describes a reduced level of service to customers. 

Solid Waste Division staff are available to brief Council members and staff at your convenience and would be pleased to answer any questions that you have about the criteria and standards, or the capacity of any facility within the transfer system today.  Please contact Rod Hansen, Solid Waste Division Manager, at (206) 296-4385 for additional information.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive

Enclosures

cc: 
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  David deCourcy, Chief of Staff




  Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director

     

              Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Steve Call, Director, Office of Budget


Lisa Youngren, Budget Analyst, Office of Budget

Pam Bissonnette, Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP)

Rodney G. Hansen, Manager, Solid Waste Division (SWD), DNRP

bcc:
Kevin Kiernan, Manager, Engineering Services, SWD, DNRP


Neil Fujii, Supervising Engineer, SWD, DNRP

