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SUBJECT:

A motion confirming the executive’s appointment of James J. Buck as King County administrative officer and director of the department of executive services.
SUMMARY:

Proposed Motion 2007-0395 would confirm the Executive’s appointment of Mr. Buck as the County’s Chief Administrative Officer (CAO) and the Director of the Department of Executive Services (DES).  
BACKGROUND:

The Executive has forwarded for Council consideration and confirmation the appointment of James J. Buck to be the CAO and Director of DES.  The Chief Administrative Officer (CAO) position was created in the original home rule charter.  Prior to the appointment of Mr. Paul Tanaka in 2002, the CAO position was vacant for over twenty years.  The County Executive appoints the CAO and the appointment is subject to confirmation by a majority of the Council.  The CAO is authorized to serve in an acting capacity for a period of no greater than one hundred fifty days (K.C.C. 2.16.110).  Mr. Buck was appointed to this position and the Director of the Department of Executive Services on June 12, 2007.
The department’s mission is to “make the Department of Executive Services (DES) the provider of choice by providing King County agencies, municipalities and the public with efficient and effective general government services”.  DES is one of the largest and most diverse County departments, providing nearly all county internal services as well as important public services.  It has almost 1,000 employees and an operating budget of $390 million.  The department’s functions include:

· Finance and Business Operations Division;

· Human Resources Division;

· Facilities Management Division;

· Records, Elections and Licensing Services Division;

· Office of Emergency Management;
· Office of Risk Management;

· Office of Civil Rights;

· Board of Ethics; and

· Civil Rights Commission.

EDUCATION AND EXPERIENCE OF APPOINTEE:

Mr. Buck graduated from Seattle University with a Bachelors of Arts degree in Political Science and from Willamette University College of Law where he earned his Doctor of Jurisprudence. He served with distinction in the Army as a Legal Officer in Vietnam earning a Bronze Star medal.

Mr. Buck has served in numerous key roles over his 35-year career with King County.  He began as a legal intern in the Licensing Division of the County in 1972.  He was promoted to supervisor of the Licensing section, then supervisor of License Support. Mr. Buck was the assistant manager of the General Services Division for five years then the acting manager of the County’s Personnel Division handling labor negotiations, presiding at Civil Service hearings, grievances and other personnel matters.  Mr. Buck has been the acting manager of Records and Elections, three times, most recently between the departure of Dean Logan and the appointment of Sherril Huff (a very challenging period of time). Other positions held by Mr. Buck include (but are not limited to) deputy director, Department of Information and Administrative Services, manager, Administrative Services, DES and deputy director, DES.
Letters of Support:

The confirmation packet contains letters of support for Mr. Buck from:
· Norm Maleng, King County Prosecutor

· Sam Reed, Secretary of State

· Liz Luce, Director, Washington State Department of Licensing
· Bob Terwilliger, Administrator, Snohomish County Superior/Juvenile Court (former Snohomish County Auditor)

Invited:

James J. Buck, CAO Designee, Director Designee, DES
Attachments:

1.  Proposed Motion 2007-0395 with attachments
2.  Transmittal Letter dated July 18, 2007  
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