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Subject
Proposed repeal of the King County Bicycle Helmet Regulations and accompanying resolution 
Summary

The Board requested language to repeal the King County Bicycle Helmet Regulation because of the inequitable enforcement of the law on Black, Indigenous and people of color, and to replace it with a resolution outlining the Board’s action and position on the importance of helmet usage for all bicyclist as well as other active transportation riders.  

On June 17th, 2021, the Board heard briefing 21-B10, a panel discussion on bicycle helmet laws in King County and the disparate impacts of enforcement of the helmet regulations.  Data presented demonstrated that citations were issued to Black, Indigenous, and people of color more frequently than to white cyclists, and that persons experiencing homelessness reported that the helmet requirement is a commonly cited reason for engagement with law enforcement.  On September 16th, the Board was briefed on policy options to address inequitable enforcement, which included equity review by the Pandemic and Racism Community Advisory Group (PARCAG) as well as PHSKC’s Equity Response Team (ERT).  The Board Chair requested moving forward with the policy option to repeal the regulation and replace it with a resolution.  
Policy Overview
BOH 21-01: Rule and Regulation that would repeal King County's existing helmet law.
As drafted, BOH 21-01 repeals each section of the existing regulation and amends the findings section to articulate the Board’s policy direction to remove the regulation and express the Board’s recognition of the value of helmet usage.  

Seventeen jurisdictions within King County have their own helmet laws including Auburn, Bellevue, Black Diamond, Burien, Des Moines, Duvall, Enumclaw, Federal Way, Issaquah, Kent, Lake Forest Park, Maple Valley, North Bend, Pacific, Renton, SeaTac, and Snoqualmie. The population of these cities represents 35.4% of King County’s population. Any change made to the Helmet Requirement by the Board would not impact the regulations in these 17 jurisdictions. If adopted, BOH 21-01 would remove the helmet law for the remaining twenty-two jurisdictions in the County and the unincorporated area.
BOH Resolution 21-08: In support of helmet use.

Resolution 21-08 outlines the Board’s position on the importance of helmet use for all-age bicyclists as well as other active transportation modes including scooters, skateboards, roller skates, rollerblades, and other wheeled devices. The Resolution highlights that helmets can prevent head and brain injuries, which are a major cause of disability and death associated with bicycling.  The resolution recognizes that a comprehensive approach to bicycle safety must include helmet use as well as safe built environments, access to helmets and education about use, and ensuring that all riders are able to safely participate without the barriers imposed by racism, sexism and other forms of oppression.

The Resolution includes Board commitments to: 

· Support universal helmet use for all riders in King County, regardless of age.
· Support efforts that seek to expand access to helmets, regardless of income.
· Work with local community partners and jurisdictions to expand access to low- and no-cost helmets, provide education on helmet safety and support the improvement of community infrastructure to support safety for bicycle and other modes of active transportation.
· Encourage all local jurisdictions to repeal existing helmet regulations and align their policies and codes regarding helmet use requirements with the Board's policy direction set forth in Resolution 21-08.
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