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	Increase our capacity to address the risks associated with more extreme precipitation

	Assess climate impacts on rainfall patterns. The Water and Land Resources Division (WLRD), in cooperation with the Wastewater Treatment Division (WTD) and partially supported by a grant from the Washington State Department of Ecology, will implement a study in collaboration with the University of Washington (UW) to assess climate change impacts on local rainfall patterns.
	In progress 
	· Draft regional climate model runs for extreme precipitation were completed by UW in 2017. Results were bias-corrected at the individual rain-gauge level in King County, Snohomish County, and the City of Seattle.
· A peer-review journal article based on the modeling was submitted for publication.
	Complete; ongoing
	· Precipitation analysis using two regional climate model scenarios (RCP 4.5, RCP 8.5) completed in summer 2018.
· WTD is funding analysis of 4-5 additional regional climate model scenarios (all RCP 8.5); data should be available for County use by fall 2019.

	Assess climate impacts on flood sizes and frequencies. WLRD will build on local rainfall research to model river flows under climate change conditions. This effort will quantify likely impacts of climate change on flood sizes and frequencies in King County rivers. Results from this study will be incorporated into future updates of the King County Flood Hazard Mitigation Plan.
	Needs action
	· Modeled changes in extreme precipitation from one (of two) UW regional climate model scenarios were used to assess projected changes in flood flows for the Snoqualmie and Green rivers. Analyses of the second regional climate model scenario and a final project report are due in 2018.
·  Resources are needed to model additional climate scenarios for the Snoqualmie and Green rivers, and to extend the analysis to the Tolt, White, Cedar, and Sammamish Rivers. 
	In progress 
	· Preliminary flood projections for the Snoqualmie, Green, and S. Fork Skykomish were completed in June 2018, and refinements are scheduled to be complete by 2020.
· Flood analyses for the Cedar and the White Rivers are being considered


	Expand and fund public health preparedness and responses.  Public Health will seek new funding to implement a comprehensive public health and climate change program.
	Needs action
	· Leveraging grant funding and technical support from the Public Health Institute and the Kresge Foundation, Public Health began work on a Climate Change and Health Blueprint to guide Public Health’s work on climate change, health, and equity.
· The Blueprint, available in summer 2018, was developed in consultation with King County Climate Program staff and climate justice partners.
· Resources are needed to implement the Blueprint and support Public Health preparedness efforts.
	In progress
	· Climate Change and Health Blueprint released in December 2018
· Public Health completed two climate change and health public education comics, one focused on extreme heat events and one on a variety of climate change and health impacts.
· Public Health’s Climate Health Action Team hosted four cross-departmental workshops discussing the connections between climate change, public health, and county programs.
· Public Health partnered with the Community Health Board Coalition (CHBC) on a grant application to the Kresge Foundation to address climate change, health and equity.  If awarded, the CHBC will be funded to conduct a community asset/needs assessment related to climate change.
· As a General Fund agency, funding limitations have made it difficult to implement the Blueprint recommendations. Resources are still needed.


  
