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SUBJECT: A BRIEFING on Initiative 25.
SUMMARY:
Four proposed ordinances have been introduced and referred to the Committee of the Whole related to Initiative 25 which proposes a King County Charter to create a nonpartisan elective office of county director of elections:   

PO 2007-0448 is the Initiative 25 proposed ordinance.  If Proposed Ordinance 2007-0448 is adopted, the charter amendment would be on the November 2007 ballot.  If the charter amendment is approved by the voters, the initial election for county director of elections would occur in February 2009.  
PO 2007-0450 would forward Initiative 25 to elections.  This ordinance would enable the initiative to be included in the voters’ pamphlet and avoid having to incur an additional cost of $110,000 that would be required to produce a separate voters’ pamphlet.  This ordinance includes a statement that this ordinance is solely to expedite I-25 to the Records, Elections and Licensing Division and shall not be interpreted as an endorsement of I-25. 
PO 2007-0451 would forward Initiative 25 to elections.  This ordinance would also enable the initiative to be included in the voters’ pamphlet and avoid having to incur an additional cost of $110,000 that would be required to produce a separate voters’ pamphlet.  

PO 2007-0452 would reject Initiative 25 and adopt an alternative.  The alternative would: (1) move the election of the director from February to November 2009; and (2) enable Council to establish qualifications for the office (similar to the sheriff’s office charter amendment language).  

County Initiative Process

The King County Charter specifies a county initiative process whereby the public may propose a county ordinance by filing with the Council the required number of signed petitions from registered county voters (Section 230.50).  
The Prosecuting Attorney’s opinion is that a county initiative charter amendment is a two step process:  

1. Step one asks voters at a general election whether they would like to adopt the proposed initiative ordinance.   Therefore, unless Council adopts the Initiative 25 itself, Initiative 25 would be placed on the November 2007 ballot.

2. Step two asks voters at a general election whether the county charter shall be amended.  If a majority of voters vote to approve the Initiative 25 ordinance, then the underlying charter amendment would be placed on the general election 2008 ballot.  
3. If the charter amendment is approved by the voters, the election for the new auditor would be held in February 2009.  
The Council shall act on the proposed ordinance and has three options:

1. Adopt the Initiative 25 proposed ordinance.  If Proposed Ordinance 2007-0448 is adopted by Council, the charter amendment would be on the November 2007 ballot.  If the charter amendment is approved by the voters, the initial election for county director of elections would occur in February 2009.  

2. Adopt an ordinance placing Initiative 25 on the November 6, 2007 ballot or take no action.  If either Proposed Ordinance 2007-0450 or Proposed Ordinance 2007-0451 is adopted or Council takes no action, Initiative 25 would be placed on the November 6, 2007 ballot.  If Initiative 25 is approved by the voters, the charter amendment on an elected director of elections would be placed on the November 2008 ballot.  If the charter amendment is approved by the voters, the election for the elections director would be February 2009. 

3. Adopt an ordinance rejecting the initiative and placing an alternative on the ballot.  Per the county charter, if Council decides to adopt an alternative to Initiative 25, then Council must first reject the Initiative 25 proposed ordinance and then adopt a substitute ordinance.  Proposed Ordinance 2007-0452 would reject Initiative 25 and adopt an alternative ordinance.  The alternative would: (1) move the election of the director of elections from February 2009 to November 2009; and (2) enable Council to establish qualifications for the office of elections.  In 1996, Council adopted an ordinance proposing a charter amendment to create an elected office of county sheriff which included a similar statement enabling Council to establish office qualifications (Ordinance 12301).  
Under this option, both Initiative 25 (Proposed Ordinance 2007-0448) and an alternative (Proposed Ordinance 2007-0452) would be placed on the November 2007 ballot.  The charter amendment would be placed on the November 2008 ballot and the election of the elections director would be in November 20009.  
Timeline

Council would need to act on Initiative 25 by Friday, September 7, 2007 for the initiative proposed ordinance, explanatory and pro and con statements to be included in the state and local November 2007 voters’ pamphlet.  If Council acts on any of the Initiative 25 ordinances after September 7, 2007, Initiative 25 information would be included in a separate voters’ pamphlet at an additional cost of about $110,000.  If the Council takes no action by September 17, 2007, the initiative will be placed on the November 2007 ballot.  
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Sherill Huff, Records, Elections and Licensing Services Division Director
Tom Kuffel, Deputy Prosecuting Attorney
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