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May 29, 2023


TO:	The Honorable Dow Constantine, King County Executive

FM:	Warren Jimenez, Division Director, Parks and Recreation Division, 
Department of Natural Resources and Parks

CC:     Christie True, Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks
	
RE:	King County Parks Levy Grants: 2023 Award Recommendations 


The Parks Advisory Committees[footnoteRef:2] are recommending awards for the following Levy grant programs: [2:  See Attachment A – Advisory Committee Rosters] 


	Grant Program
	Number of Awards
	Amount Awarded

	Aquatic Facilities
	8
	$9,253,914

	Parks Capital and Open Space
	18
	$9,990,235

	Open Space – River Corridors
	17
	$8,940,104

	Targeted Equity Grant
	10
	$1,294,965

	Total
	53
	$29,479,218



DNRP conducted extensive outreach and solicited applications for grant awards from January 17 through March 15, 2023. In addition, consultants provided grant writing and technical assistance to 18 small and emerging community-based organizations. Parks received, and the Advisory Committees evaluated, 163 grant applications requesting over $71.7 million across all four grant programs. 

Over five weeks, Advisory Committee members evaluated and scored the grant applications. Each Advisory Committee met to discuss grant proposals and determine award recommendations. Discussions continued until available funds were exhausted and/or the Advisory Committee determined not to fund projects that did not align with the goals of the respective grant program.
	
Included as Attachments B-E are recommended lists of grant awardees for the Parks Levy grants. The project lists include recommended award amounts and a brief summary of each project. 


Attachment A – Advisory Committee Rosters 
	
	Open Space – River Corridors 
	Parks Capital and Open Space/Aquatic Facilities
	Targeted Equity Grant

	Council District
	Name
	Affiliation
	Name
	Affiliation
	Name
	Affiliation

	1
	Rachel Konrady
	City of Kirkland
	Lynn Zwaagstra
	City of Kirkland
	Nik Stroup
	City of Bothell

	2
	Denise Krownbell
	City of Seattle (City Light)
	Vacant
	Vacant
	Lylianna Allala
	City of Seattle

	3
	Jamie Burrell
	City of North Bend
	Jeff Watling
	City of Issaquah
	Anjali Myer
	City of Sammamish

	4
	Shwu-jen Hwang
	City of Seattle
	Andy Sheffer
	City of Seattle
	Chukundi Salisbury
	City of Seattle

	5
	Ron Straka
	City of Renton
	Julie Parascondola
	City of Kent
	Rachel O’Sullivan[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Temporary replacement due to AC member Nicole Nordholm’s leave] 

	City of Des Moines

	6
	Vacant
	Vacant
	Loreen Hamilton
	City of Redmond
	Camron Parker
	City of Bellevue

	7
	Thaniel Gouk
	City of Auburn
	Daryl Faber
	City of Auburn
	Leif Ellsworth
	City of Federal Way

	8
	Mike Perfetti
	City of Tukwila
	Carolyn Hope
	City of Burien
	Casey Stanley
	City of Burien

	9
	Jason Lederer
	City of Renton
	Ethan Newton
	City of Covington
	Erica Schmitz
	City of Renton

	at-large
	Morgan Ruff
	Tulalip Tribes
	Ellie Daneshnia
	Highline Public Schools
	Michelle Benetua
	Seattle Parks Foundation

	at-large
	Matt Baerwalde
	Snoqualmie Tribe
	Susan Pappalardo
	SPLASHForward
	Sarneshea Evans
	Trust for Public Lands

	at-large
	Amy Brockhaus
	Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust
	Kfir Ami-ad
	WAVE Aquatics
	Johnny Buck
	Na'a Ilahee Fund

	at-large
	Allan Warren
	Bonneville Environmental Foundation
	Travis Stombaugh
	Si View Park District
	Chris Liu
	Outdoor Asian

	at-large
	Micah Wait
	Wild Fish Conservancy
	Jesse Franklin
	Rainier Athletics
	Cary Simmons
	Trust for Public Lands

	at-large
	Greg Wingard
	Green River Coalition
	Abdi Yussuf
	Puget Sound Sage
	Kitty Craig
	The Wilderness Society

	at-large
	Andrea Imler
	Washington Trails Association
	Elaine Ott
	Vashon Park District
	Sarya Sos
	Cham Refugees Committee

	at-large
	Jessica Saavedra
	King Conservation District
	Alisha Smothers
	Renton School District
	Hamdi Abdulle
	African Community Housing & Development

	at-large
	Michelle Clark
	Flood Control District
	
	
	Brandon Fuamatu
	Utopia WA



Attachment B
Aquatic Facilities Grant Program
This program is available to cities, towns and school districts. It helps communities preserve and increase public access to public pools as our region grows and existing facilities become obsolete or reach capacity. This grant program funds acquisitions, planning, and capital projects related to the renovation or expansion of existing facilities, or construction of new aquatic facilities in King County.

	Organization
	Project Name
	District
	Award
	Project Type
	Project Summary

	City of Covington
	Covington Aquatic Center
	9
	$2,500,000 
	Capital - Construction
	The City of Covington will renovate or replace the existing Covington Aquatic Center to meet the community demand and deliver diverse programming for all ages in southeast King County.

	City of Enumclaw
	Enumclaw Aquatic Center Roof Replacement
	9
	$526,309 
	Capital - Construction
	The City of Enumclaw will replace the roof and upgrade the HVAC system at the Enumclaw Aquatic Center to ensure the facility safety for the residents of Enumclaw and southeast King County.

	City of Renton
	Henry Moses Aquatic Center Updates
	5
	$904,440 
	Capital - Construction
	The City of Renton will complete capital improvements, including renovation of the leisure activity pool and improved accessibility of the Henry Moses Aquatic Center main entrance. 

	City of Sammamish
	Sammamish Tile Replacement
	3
	$223,165
	Capital - Construction
	The City of Sammamish will replace failing pool tiles and repair underlying construction issues at the Sammamish Aquatic Center to improve safety and accessibility for the communities of Sammamish, Issaquah, Preston, Redmond, and Fall City.

	City of Snoqualmie
	Snoqualmie Community Center Expansion
	3
	$1,000,000 
	Capital - Construction
	The City of Snoqualmie will preserve and increase recreational access to residents of the Snoqualmie Valley through construction of a new pool.

	Highline Public Schools
	Evergreen Pool Windows Replacement
	8
	$100,000 
	Capital - Construction
	Highline Public Schools and Whitewater Aquatics Management will replace failing windows at Evergreen Pool to improve energy efficiency and ensure the safety of community members from White Center and Burien.

	Lake Washington School District
	Juanita Aquatics Renovation Phase 2 
	1
	$2,000,000 
	Capital - Construction
	The Lake Washington School District will repair and upgrade vital pool and safety components and improve ADA accessibility at the Juanita Aquatics Center to better serve residents of Kenmore, Kirkland, and Bothell/Woodinville.

	Mercer Island School District #400
	Mary Wayte Pool
	6
	$2,000,000 
	Capital - Construction
	The Mercer Island School District will improve ADA access and repair the pool bowl and exterior siding of Mary Wayte Pool for Mercer Island and Eastside residents.

	Total
	8 Projects
	 
	$9,253,914 
	 
	 

	





Attachment C
Parks Capital and Open Space
This program is available to cities, towns, and metropolitan parks districts. It funds acquisitions, planning, and capital projects that expand and improve recreation opportunities for the region’s growing population, including the development of active and passive recreation and trail facilities, and the acquisition of open space for future public parks.

	Organization
	Project Name
	District
	Award
	Project Type
	Project Summary

	City of Algona
	Wetland Preserve Restoration & Interpretive Trail
	7
	$1,000,000 
	Capital - Construction
	The City of Algona will remove invasive plant species, restore native wetland habitat, and construct an accessible boardwalk with an interpretive trail and viewing platforms to provide outdoor education and increased access to parks and open spaces. 

	City of Des Moines
	Midway Park Open Space Design
	5
	$456,000 
	Planning & Design
	The City of Des Moines will improve Midway Park through landscape design work, expanded community garden plots, and walkable pathways. This project will provide increased opportunities for physical activity, family gathering space, and community engagement. 

	City of Kent
	East Hill North Community Park Development
	5
	$800,000 
	Capital - Construction
	The City of Kent will create a community park with open space, restrooms, shelters, and a community gathering area to expand and improve recreation opportunities for underserved areas of Kent and surrounding communities in south King County.

	City of Kent
	Springwood Park Renovation
	7
	$800,000 
	Capital - Construction
	The City of Kent will renovate Springwood Park to include ADA walking paths, expanded children's play amenities, a multi-sports court, and other amenities.

	City of Maple Valley
	Henry's Switch Pump Track & Trails
	9
	$100,000 
	Planning & Design
	The City of Maple Valley will increase public access and provide active and passive recreation opportunities through development of trail facilities at the undeveloped Henry's Switch parkland.

	City of Normandy Park
	Hall Property Acquisition on Miller Creek
	5
	$400,000 
	Land Acquisition
	The City of Normandy Park will acquire a 0.76 acre parcel on Miller Creek to create an open space pocket park, restore habitat, and provide education opportunities and public access for viewing salmon in the watershed. 

	City of Renton
	May Creek Trail South
	 9
	$800,000 
	Capital - Construction
	The City of Renton will construct a new pedestrian trail and bridge along a segment of the May Creek Greenway. The trail will pass through a conserved riparian habitat, include interpretive signage and seating that will connect with existing and planned trails serving communities near Renton and Newcastle.

	City of SeaTac
	SeaTac BMX Track Lighting
	5
	$258,196 
	Capital - Construction
	The City of SeaTac will add lighting for the racing surface and perimeter of the North SeaTac Park BMX track and facility to extend operating hours and host races later into the day.

	City of SeaTac
	Grandview Off-Leash Dog Park Fence Replacement
	5
	$80,788 
	Capital - Construction
	The City of SeaTac will replace 1,660 feet of wood fencing with metal chain link fence to improve usage and safety for activities in the Grandview Off-Leash Dog Park.

	City of Seattle Department of Parks & Recreation
	Rainier Beach Skatepark
	2
	$850,000 
	Capital - Construction
	The Rainier Beach Skatepark project will develop an unused section of open lawn at Rainier Beach Playfield and Community Center into an inclusive skate park with new ADA connections, picnic shelters, a loop pathway around the park, and other amenities.

	City of Seattle Department of Parks & Recreation
	Garfield Super Block Development
	2
	$800,000 
	Capital - Construction
	The Garfield Super Block project will renovate a multi-use park with new accessible connections, play and sports areas, and restrooms in the Central District of Seattle.

	City of Seattle Department of Parks & Recreation
	Little Brook Park Improvements
	1
	$720,000 
	Capital - Construction
	The City of Seattle will redesign Little Brook Park in northeast Seattle to improve safety, accessibility, visibility, and community gathering through a community garden, raised play area, and other amenities.

	City of Seattle Department of Parks & Recreation
	Kubota Garden Visitor Center Planning.
	2
	$500,000 
	Planning & Design
	This project will design construction plans for the Kubota Garden Visitor Center including a courtyard, decks, all-gender restrooms, and displays of information about the garden and upcoming events.

	City of Shoreline
	Brugger's Bog Park
	1
	$598,451 
	Capital - Construction
	The City of Shoreline will bring more open space and recreation to an underserved area by improving Brugger's Bog Park through removal of a dilapidated play area, restoration of critical areas, and development of a walking loop and boardwalk, new play area, and multi-sport court.

	Fall City Metropolitan Park District
	West Side Trail (Phase 2)
	3
	$500,000 
	Capital - Construction
	This project will construct a multi-use paved trail with inclusive amenities to enhance public safety and quality of life for residents by connecting Fall City businesses, schools, the library, and residential areas. 

	Si View Metropolitan Park District
	Tokul Creek Forest Acquisition & Planning
	3
	$526,800 
	Land Acquisition
	Si View Metropolitan Park District will acquire 33.78 forested acres along the Snoqualmie Valley Trail in unincorporated King County to preserve open space and activate a new multi-use trail.

	Si View Metropolitan Park District
	South Fork Landing Adventure Playground and Trails
	3
	$500,000 
	Capital - Construction
	This project will construct an accessible adventure playground, accessible soft-surface trails, and parking facilities for an underserved area of the Park District near North Bend. 

	Vashon-Maury Island Park and Recreation District
	BARC Skate Building Improvements
	8
	$300,000 
	Capital - Construction
	The BARC Skate Building Improvement project will enclose BARC’s open-air facility, replace the roof, and add ADA-compliant seating to increase accessibility and allow for usage year-round.

	Total
	18 Projects
	 
	$9,990,235 
	 
	 





Attachment D
Open Space - River Corridors
This program is available to cities, towns, King County agencies, special purpose districts (port, flood control, conservation, diking and drainage), non-profits and salmon recovery forums. It funds acquisitions, planning, and capital projects that help restore the natural functions of rivers, create or restore public access, and/or increase public awareness of river corridors as valuable natural resources. This grant program incentivizes multi-benefit projects that integrate recreation and habitat restoration with larger floodplain management efforts.

	Organization
	Project Name
	District
	Award
	Project Type
	Project Summary

	City of Kent
	Boeing Rock Recreation/
Habitat Enhancement
	5
	$200,000 
	Feasibility Study
	City of Kent will conduct a feasibility study, alternatives analysis, planning, and outreach to restore salmon habitat, reduce flood risk, and enhance recreation at Boeing Rock Park.

	City of Tukwila
	Chinook Wind Extension
	2
	$280,000 
	Planning & Design
	The Chinook Wind Extension design project will create plans to connect shoreline habitat and a missing public trail link between Duwamish Gardens and Chinook Wind parks in Tukwila. 

	City of Woodinville
	Wilmot Gateway Park Boat Launch Ramp 
	3
	$250,000
	Planning & Design
	The City of Woodinville will explore the future construction of passive recreation opportunities, including a nonmotorized boat launch and habitat restoration.

	EarthCorps
	Duwamish River Restoration in Tukwila 
	2
	$679,977 
	Capital - Construction
	EarthCorps will employ a community co-design approach and environmental justice lens to work with local high school students, community members, and other partners to restore important riparian habitat at multiple sites along the Duwamish River in Tukwila.

	King County Parks and Recreation
	Kanaskat Natural Area In-Holding Acquisition
	9
	$410,000 
	Land Acquisition
	This acquisition will purchase the last 3.5 acres of privately owned land within Kanaskat Natural Area along the Green River, which will allow for public access and extensive restoration at the site. 

	King County Parks and Recreation
	Auburn Narrows Natural Area Expansion
	9
	$132,075 
	Land Acquisition
	This acquisition will preserve and expand the large open space corridor along the Green River by purchasing undeveloped mature forest land adjacent to the Auburn Narrows Natural Area near the City of Auburn. 

	King County Parks and Recreation
	Middle Fork Snoqualmie River Access Improvements
	3
	$894,900 
	Capital - Construction
	The Middle Fork Snoqualmie River Access Improvements project will provide sustainable river access at two parks by constructing a new designated kayaking access in Tanner Landing Park and a new universally accessible trail and toilet building at Granite Creek Flats, while also restoring the riparian buffer at both sites. 

	King County Parks and Recreation
	South Fork Snoqualmie River Acquisition
	3
	$1,000,000 
	Land Acquisition
	The South Fork Snoqualmie River project will acquire a conservation easement on approximately 350 acres of undeveloped forested land along the South Fork Snoqualmie River to protect the land from future development and to allow low-impact public use.

	King County WLRD
	NE Auburn Creek Restoration
	7
	$1,000,000 
	Capital - Construction
	The NE Auburn Creek Restoration project will remove an existing fish passage barrier, rehabilitate degraded floodplain habitat, and revegetate a critical section of riparian buffer to increase the size, accessibility, and quality of crucial rearing habitat for salmon in the Lower Green River.

	King County WLRD
	Middle Green River Open Space Acquisition
	9
	$900,000 
	Land Acquisition
	The Middle Green River Open Space Acquisition project will promote future habitat restoration projects and foster environmental education and recreation opportunities.

	King County WLRD
	Snoqualmie at Fall City Acquisition
	3
	$1,000,000 
	Land Acquisition
	The Snoqualmie at Fall City project will acquire approximately 130 acres at the confluence of the Snoqualmie and Raging Rivers for future restoration of floodplain function, improved salmon habitat, reduction of flood and erosion risks, and public access.

	King County WLRD
	Rutledge Johnson Floodplain Restoration 
	9
	$583,149 
	Capital - Construction
	The Rutledge Johnson Floodplain Restoration project will reconnect up to 16 acres of Lower Cedar River floodplain, with the goal of restoring riverine processes that benefit salmonids including Chinook, coho, and steelhead, while also providing passive recreation adjacent to the Cedar River Trail. 

	King County WLRD
	S Fork Skykomish - Miller River Restoration Design
	3
	$550,000 
	Planning & Design
	This habitat restoration design project will support endangered salmonids within the floodplain by removing artificial constraints to restore hydrologic function at the confluence of the South Fork Skykomish and Miller Rivers. 

	Seattle Parks Foundation
	West Duwamish Greenbelt Vision/ Concept Plan
	8
	$770,000 
	Planning & Design
	The Seattle Parks Foundation and the Ridge to River Coalition will engage the Duwamish Valley and West Seattle communities to articulate a vision for the West Duwamish Greenbelt as a natural and cultural resource, and to motivate future improvements of the Greenbelt.

	Snoqualmie Indian Tribe
	Snoqualmie 3-Forks Riparian Enhancement 
	3
	$63,020 
	Capital - Construction
	The Snoqualmie Tribe will build on past efforts by the Tribe and partners to improve riparian conditions in the 3-Forks reach of the Snoqualmie River, while preserving public access to a treasured community resource.

	Stewardship Partners
	Wallace Acres Riparian Restoration
	3
	$49,500 
	Planning & Design
	Stewardship Partners will provide a voluntary agricultural landowner with technical assistance for implementing riparian habitat restoration and water quality improvement. The project will be promoted through community education and engagement with partners such as Nature Vision, Forterra, and local school groups. 

	Whale Scout
	Community-Led Sammamish River Restoration 
	1
	$177,483 
	Capital - Construction
	Whale Scout will improve water quality for salmon and other wildlife, increase access, and encourage stewardship of public lands and waterways by engaging the community in restoration of the Sammamish River at the former Wayne Golf Course in Bothell.

	Total
	17 Projects
	 
	$8,940,104 
	 
	 





Attachment E
Targeted Equity Grant – Tier 2
This program is available to cities, towns, King County agencies, Tribes or Tribal organizations serving King County residents, non-profits, and small emerging community organizations.  It funds acquisitions, planning, capital projects and programs that increase access to recreation and use of parks, open spaces, and recreational facilities in underserved areas and communities. This grant program intends to reduce health disparities in various underserved communities and invest in their capacities to meet the unique needs of their residents.

	Organization
	Project Name
	District
	Award
	Project Type
	Project Summary

	Somali Cultural Center - Somali Health Board
	Hoops for Hope
	5
	$115,708 
	Programs
	The Hoops for Hope program aims to build community and interrupt the school-to-prison pipeline by providing linguistically appropriate recreation, mentoring, tutoring, and cultural activities for underserved East African and Muslim American immigrant youth.

	After-School All-Stars Puget Sound
	ASAS Recreation & Wellness for Underserved Youth
	9
	$199,398 
	Programs
	The After-School All-Stars Puget Sound provides free out-of-school and summer wellness and recreation programming for a diverse population of middle school students in underserved areas of Kent, Tukwila, and Federal Way. 

	Golden Bricks Events - Young Women Empowered
	Refuge Outdoor Festival and Sundaes Outside
	4
	$187,500 
	Programs
	Golden Bricks Events will sustain and grow projects that provide community, share skills and resources, and increase representation for Black, Indigenous, and People of Color (BIPOC) in the outdoors.

	Rainier Prep
	Rainier Prep Physical Education and Recreation
	8
	$65,500 
	Programs
	Rainier Prep will add outdoor shelters to the school campus and provide transportation to outdoor recreation for limited-income BIPOC students and families, to advance long-term community health and promote awareness of local green spaces around South Seattle.

	Para Los Niños de Highline
	Para Los Niños Sports & Activities Scholarships
	8
	$50,000 
	Programs
	Para Los Niños de Highline will provide scholarships for 75-100 low-income Latino immigrant youth in South King County to participate in sports and outdoor activities conducted in Spanish and Indigenous languages, as well as English learning opportunities.

	Young Women Empowered (Y-WE)
	Y-WE Nature Connections  
	2
	$155,000 
	Programs
	Y-WE's Nature Connections program will provide outdoor recreation, environmental learning, and stewardship activities that center BIPOC and gender-expansive youth ages 13-18 in the greater Seattle area. 

	The Nature Project
	Let's Get Outside with The Nature Project
	4
	$47,932 
	Programs
	The Nature Project will partner with professional athlete mentors, outdoor skills providers, and local organizations serving BIPOC teens to increase access to outdoor recreation activities throughout King County.

	Whitewater Aquatics Management
	Evergreen Pool Learn and Swim Project
	8
	$103,495 
	Programs
	The Evergreen Pool Learn and Swim program will improve access and safety by providing pool passes and 90-session swim lessons for 400 low-income youth in Burien and White Center.

	Bike Works Seattle
	Bicycle Access & Education Programs
	2
	$187,500
	Programs
	Bike Works Seattle will increase diversity in cycling by providing bicycle access and education programs for BIPOC youth, adults, and communities in Southeast Seattle and South King County.

	Concord International Elementary PTA - Seattle Parks Foundation
	Puma Playfield at Concord International School
	8
	$182,932
	Capital - Construction
	Concord International Elementary School will transform a field into a playground to provide crucial greenspace and recreation access to South Park children and families.

	Total
	10 Projects
	 
	$1,294,965 
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