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Budget and Fiscal Management Committee
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2
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2002-0509
	Date: 
December 4, 2002


SUBJECT:   Allocation of Title III funding under PL 106-393, the Secure Rural Schools and Community Self-Determination Act of 2000.
SUMMARY:   The federal government has historically addressed the issue of foregone local revenue associated with tax-exempt U.S. Forest Service lands, by awarding 25% of timber revenues generated from those lands to the counties in which they are located; these revenues are directed to schools and roads purposes.

Timbering activity has declined substantially in recent years on such lands, due partially to environmental restrictions and habitat concerns.  As a result, timbering revenues delivered to local governments have declined as well.  This has proven particularly problematic for Northwest regions that have large proportions of their land base in federal forest acreage, and have little alternative economic base to support schools and roads.  In response, in 2000, Congress approved the “Secure Rural Schools and Community Self-Determination Act”.  That act provides those counties which have substantial U.S. Forest Service timberland an increased and predictable level of funding for local schools and roads, as well as resource stewardship projects. It allows a county to choose between receiving the traditional 25% of federal land timber revenues derived from USFS forests within the county, or alternatively, the average of the three highest payments made between federal fiscal year 1986 to 1999.  In 2001, King County, by letter jointly signed by the County Executive and the Chair of the County Council, selected the latter option, establishing the funding level at the average revenue received between 1989-91, or approximately $2.29 million, adjusted annually for cost of inflation and similar factors.

A county selecting this option must set aside 15-20 percent of revenues received for resource/restoration related projects under Title II or Title III of the Act, described below.  The county must also notify the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture what proportion of available funding it will use for such projects; and how it will divide funding between Titles II and III.  

Title II

Projects under this funding category are reviewed by a Resource Advisory Committee, appointed by the designee of the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture.  Each Committee is comprised of 15 people, representing designated sectors with interests in resource project funding.  The proportion of funding allocated to expenditure under this title is at the discretion of the county.

Title III

Projects under this title must be in one of the following categories:

· Search and Rescue

· Community Service Work Camps

· Easement Purchases

· Forest related education opportunities

· Fire prevention and county planning

· Community Forestry

These projects require 45 days of public comment, and are selected at the discretion of the county.

Proposed Motion 2002-0509
The total allocation available to the county for 2003 is estimated at $2,290,000 (see attached Funding Allocation graphic).  Proposed Motion 2002-0509 addresses the options that the county is required to choose among under the federal Act.   The motion elects to use the full 20% ($458,000) of available funding for resource-related projects under Title II and III of the Act; 2%  (approx. $48,000) is directed to Title II projects, recommended by the Resource Advisory Committee described above; 18% ($410,000) is directed to Title III projects, which are determined by the county. 

The 2003 county budget approved by the Council addresses the expenditure of $410,000 in available Title III funding, assuming that $48,000 will go to Title II; the remainder is split equally between funding for schools, which is directed to the state, and funding for roads, managed by the county Department of Transportation.  

There is a requirement, for a 45-day comment period prior to the expenditure of the funding for Title III projects.  The Department of Natural Resources has worked with the Clerk of the Council to give required notice.  The Council is expected to address this issue on December 9 at its regular session; public notice seeking comment through December 8, 2002 was published on October 23, 2002 (see attached notice).

Projects

Title III projects recommended by the Executive in Proposed Motion 2002-0509 were identified using the criteria of the federal Act specified above.    

Urban Forestry Program--$120,000
This program delivers forestry services in suburban and urban areas, providing outreach through published materials and workshops;  grants for tree planting, control of invasive species and improvement of wildlife habitat; capacity building in support of volunteer organizations to provide help in completing high quality environmental projects; and support of underserved communities in urban forestry projects through technical assistance (see attached program description).  This program is funded through a combination of grants from the Forest Service’s Urban and Community Forestry Program and the Washington State Urban and Community Forestry Program; the $120,000 proposed by 2002-0509 will serve as matching funding for these grants.  This funding is a continuation of funding allocated last year through this program.
Earth Corps-Coop Extension/ORCA 4-H Youth Education Program--$170,000
This is a program jointly supported by EarthCorps and WSU Cooperative Extension, which trains EarthCorps apprentices to conduct forestry education and restoration among high school students, who will receive a stipend.  Participating students conduct restoration projects in their own urban and rural neighborhoods (see attached program description).  The Executive has proposed $170,000 for this project, to pay for stipends and summer wages, and staff and program expenses.   This funding is a continuation of funding allocated last year through this program.

Search and Rescue--King County Sheriff’s Office--$120,000
The King County Sheriff’s Office provides search and rescue service to King County; historically, 65%of such activity is on federal land in the county.  This proposal supports the Sheriff’s ability to provide search and rescue; the Sheriff’s Office indicates that the funding will improve their technical capability to locate and rescue lost and injured people, and reduce the time required to locate and rescue victims (see attached program description).  Funding of $120,000 will be used to reimburse the Sheriff’s Office for costs related to search, rescue and emergency service activities on federal land.  
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ATTENDING:  John Bodoia, Department of Natural Resources and Parks
