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SUBJECT 
 
Proposed Ordinance 2012-0065 would approve the Sammamish Plateau Water and Sewer 
District (“District”) 2010 Comprehensive Water System Plan (“Plan”).  
 
SUMMARY 
 
Council approval of water utility comprehensive plans is required by County Code as a 
prerequisite for operating in unincorporated King County, granting right of way construction 
permits, granting new or renewed franchises, and service boundary annexations.  The 
Sammamish Plateau Water and Sewer District provides water service on the Sammamish 
Plateau and the eastern portion of Union Hill.  
 
BACKGROUND 
 
King County Utility Comprehensive Plan Criteria 
 
King County Code Chapter 13.24 requires the Utilities Technical Review Committee 
("UTRC") to review and make recommendations to the Executive and County Council on 
the adequacy of all water system comprehensive plans and related matters, and to 
determine whether the plan: 

• is consistent with local comprehensive plans, 
• is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan, 
• reflects current supply and demand, 
• forecasts future supply and demand,  
• provides a capital plan for obtaining, using, storing and conveying water and 

sewage, 
• provides sufficient information to demonstrate the utility district’s ability to provide 

service consistent with all applicable laws and regulations. 
 



In addition to satisfying the requirement of King County Code Chapter 13.24, the County's 
approval of a plan also provides the determination for state regulatory agencies that a plan 
is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan and related policies and 
implementing development regulations.  See RCW 43.20.260. 
 
UTRC ANALYSIS OF THE SAMMAMISH PLATEAU WATER AND SEWER DISTRICT 
2010 COMPREHENSIVE WATER SYSTEM PLAN 
 
The UTRC finalized its review of the Plan on October 19, 2011.  The UTRC found it to 
meet the requirements of King County Code chapter 13.24 and recommended its approval.  
Highlights of the Plan as reviewed by the UTRC are outlined below:  
 
Service Area - The District is bounded by Lake Sammamish on the west, the Snoqualmie 
Valley on the east and approximately NE 90th Street on the north, and I-90 on the South.  
The area includes the majority of the City of Sammamish and the northern portion of City 
of Issaquah.  The District provides water service in two zones.  The Plateau Zone 
encompasses 24.3 square miles and is south of the Redmond-Fall City Road.  The 
Cascade View Zone is located north of the Plateau Zone and encompasses 4.3 square 
miles.  
 
Facilities - In the Cascade Zone, the District has three wells, two storage tanks and a 
connection to the regional system.  In the Plateau Zone the District has 11 operational 
wells, six storage facilities and an intertie to obtain water from the regional system. 
 
Growth - A 20-year demand forecast was prepared using District data, assumptions of 
water conservation savings, and population projections developed by the Puget Sound 
Regional Council.  Average daily water demand in the District’s service area is projected to 
increase from about 5.1 million gallons per day (“mgd”) in 2009 to 5.8 mgd by 2015, and 
7.0 mgd by 2029. 
 
System Improvements - The District conducted an analysis of future demand through the 
use of a hydraulic model, which evaluates current and future water requirements, analyzes 
current facilities and anticipates the impact of future demand increases.  The analysis 
indicates that existing source and storage facilities are sufficient to meet needs through the 
20 year planning period.  Some of the District’s transmission and distribution systems need 
to be increased in size or in their ability to meet fire flow requirements and for provision of 
service to all portions of the service area.  Additionally, the District is pursuing an ambitious 
rehabilitation and replacement program to replace small diameter pipes.  The Plan 
contains a six-year capital improvement plan with costs estimated at approximately $31.9 
million.  The District identified three funding sources for the proposed improvement 
projects: developer extensions, rates, and general facility charges.  Rate revenues for 
2010 are projected to be $9.7 million. 
 
SEPA - On December 15, 2010, the District issued a Determination of Non-Significance for 
the Plan in accordance with the State Environmental Policy Act.   
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AMENDMENT 
 
Subsequent to the transmittal of the 2010 Plan to the UTRC, the District and the Overdale 
Water Association ("Association") decided to join, with the District annexing the territory 
currently served by the Association.  To update the District's Plan to reflect this addition, 
an amendment has been prepared by the District to its 2010 Plan, which in turn requires 
an amendment to the proposed ordinance. 
 
With the annexation, the District's Plan would modify its service area to include the 
Association service area, which is contained entirely within the boundaries of the District.  
The Association's service area includes a population of approximately 423 people, less 
than 1% of the current District population.  The District and Association have undertaken 
necessary annexation efforts and received King County Boundary Review Board approval 
for the annexation, completing that process.   
 
The District provided an amendment to its 2010 District plan to include the service area of 
the Overdale Water Association within the District service area, allowing extension of 
permanent service to the area.  This is listed as Attachment B to this staff report.  The 
County’s Utilities Technical Review Committee has reviewed the proposed amendment, 
and has recommended Council approval of the amendment, conditioned the absence of 
any unresolved SEPA Determination of Nonsignificance comments.  As of the end of the 
comment period, February 24, 2012, no comments were received.  Substantively, the 
Amendment 1 to the Proposed Ordinance approves adding the attachment entitled “2012 
Amendment to the 2010 Comprehensive Water System Plan” to the 2010 District 
Comprehensive Water System Plan.  Passage of the proposed ordinance as amended will 
result in the District's Plan being updated to reflect the annexation of the Association.   
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 

1. Proposed Ordinance 2012-0065, approving the Sammamish Plateau 2010 
Comprehensive Water System Plan (document available from the clerk's office) 

2. Amendment 1  
3. Attachment B:  2012 Amendment to the 2010 Comprehensive Water System Plan 
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AN ORDINANCE approving the Sammamish Plateau 1 

Water and Sewer District 2010 Comprehensive Water 2 

System Plan, December 2010. 3 

 STATEMENT OF FACTS: 4 

1.  King County has adopted K.C.C. chapter 13.24, which requires 5 

approval of comprehensive plans for water utilities that distribute or obtain 6 

water in unincorporated King County as a prerequisite for operating in 7 

unincorporated King County, receiving approval for annexation proposals, 8 

being granted right-of-way franchises, and being given approval for right-9 

of-way construction permits.  K.C.C. 13.24.060 prescribes the 10 

requirements for approval of such plans, including consistency with state 11 

and local planning requirements. 12 

2.  RCW 57.16.010 requires that general comprehensive plans for a water 13 

district be submitted to, and approved by, the legislative authority within 14 

whose boundaries all or a portion of the district lies. 15 

3. The Sammamish Plateau water and sewer district's last water system 16 

plan was prepared in 2002.  Both Washington state Department of Health 17 

and King County regulations require water system plans to be updated 18 

every six years. 19 
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4.  The Sammamish Plateau water and sewer district ("the district") is in 20 

King County and has adopted a 2010 Comprehensive Water System Plan 21 

("the plan"). 22 

5.  King County has adopted a comprehensive plan that includes water 23 

supply policies in its provisions for facilities and services (policies F-201 24 

through F-244) that call for consistency with other adopted plans, support 25 

for regional water supply planning, pursuit of reclaimed water, water 26 

conservation and protection of water resources. 27 

6.  K.C.C. chapter 13.24 requires the utilities technical review committee 28 

("UTRC") to review and make a recommendation to the King County 29 

executive and council on the plan and the requirements under K.C.C. 30 

chapter 13.24 and consistency with the King County Comprehensive Plan.  31 

The UTRC has reviewed the planning data and district operations and 32 

hereby finds: 33 

 a.  The plan uses population and employment forecasts developed by the 34 

Puget Sound Regional Council for the district's service area; 35 

 b.  Portions of the district's service area are in unincorporated King 36 

County; 37 

 c.  The capital facility plan is adequate to meet anticipated facility and 38 

service needs; 39 

 d.  The plan is consistent with applicable Washington state water quality 40 

laws, including the evaluation of reclaimed water use; and 41 
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 e.  The plan is consistent with other pertinent county adopted plans and 42 

policies. 43 

7.  The Washington state Department of Health approval of the district's 44 

plan is pending King County council action. 45 

8.  Under the state Environmental Policy Act the district issued a 46 

determination of nonsignificance for the issuance of the plan on December 47 

15, 2010, and there were no appeals. 48 

9.  The district's operations and facilities meet multiple existing statutory, 49 

administrative and planning standards.  As the district's operations, 50 

facilities and planning meet the requirements of the K.C.C., and are 51 

consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan, the UTRC 52 

recommends approval of the plan. 53 

 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF KING COUNTY: 54 

 SECTION 1.  The Sammamish Plateau Water and Sewer District 2010 55 

Page 7 of 56



Comprehensive Water System Plan, December 2010, Attachment A to this ordinance, is 56 

hereby approved as a comprehensive water system plan. 57 

 58 

 

 
 
  

 

 
KING COUNTY COUNCIL 
KING COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

  

 ________________________________________ 

 Larry Gossett, Chair 
ATTEST:  

________________________________________  

Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council  
  

APPROVED this _____ day of _______________, ______. 
  

 ________________________________________ 

 Dow Constantine, County Executive 

  

Attachments: A. 2010 Water Comprehensive Plan--August 2011 
 

Page 8 of 56



I' "

o ..if 'ò/"V-=b-
C' E \

SAMMAMISH
PLATEAU
WATER AND SEWER DISTRICT"~'.

"... ÙVl í ......u~:it) - l..0'1.... " ;;,
~~. Q',' .... u'Ö 'Ö
.... .!l u.UU '~"'. .-t

, i _~ ~"'O,.. "'¡;.V 0 ~'o "u
. . ~ 'Si~ ,."'t'J.~ 00,. ;..,

" d'Q;~' u~~'Oo u u
..' ~Y..- .."\. -

~ ~u~"u" u " .w.~~~:".l li

'. ,,,Y ," ","1'" :f "b;

.....i~- ~:~.~tL1t'~"""u~..

. " ..... iT..U -'u" ,~.,
u ~iI ~~,

, ~lJ .' '~, .~.~;_ 'b ';, u u
0. '. í.o ". ,'--'.

"

/i ~ (ê ~ n '¥ ~ IR

Ir SEP 16 2011 ~
KIG COUNY

UTILITIES TECHNCAL
REVIEW COMMITTE

AAacllMtVl f- A

,1_..Sami
Water.. .an ,"

2010 water ComÂil&

Page 9 of 56

allende
Text Box
2012-0065 ATTACHMENT ANOT AVAILABLE ELECTRONICALLY



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[Blank Page] 

Page 10 of 56



 
 
February 29, 2012 

  1 
    
    
 Sponsor: Phillips 
MR    
 Proposed No.: 2012-0065 
    
    
    
    

AMENDMENT TO PROPOSED ORDINANCE 2012-0065, VERSION 1 1 

Add Attachment B:  2012 Amendment to the 2010 Water Comprehensive Plan 2 

EFFECT: Adds an attachment amending the water system comprehensive plan to 3 

permanently extend water service to the Overdale Water Association service area. 4 
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