ATTACHMENT A - Letter to Chairs and Vice Chairs of the Ways and Means and Appropriations Committee
	Motion 16954
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March 2, 2026
 
The Honorable June Robinson			The Honorable Timm Ormbsy 
303 John A. Cherberg Building			315 John L. O'Brien Building
PO Box 40438						PO Box 40600
Olympia, WA  98504					Olympia, WA  98504 

The Honorable Derek Stanford  			The Honorable Mia Gregerson  
237 John A. Cherberg Building 			321 John L. O’Brien Building 	
PO Box 40401						PO Box 40600 
Olympia, WA  98504					Olympia, WA  98504 

							The Honorable Nicole Macri
							336 John L. O’Brien Building
PO Box 40600
Olympia, WA 98504

Dear Chairs and Vice Chairs of the Ways and Means and Appropriations Committees: 

As you know, like many local jurisdictions, King County is facing significant funding challenges while demand for services remains steady or is increasing. Over the next five years, some of the largest County funds are projected to have shortfalls and will require difficult decisions to maintain financial sustainability. Steps to tighten financial management are already underway, and program reductions are likely. We are wrestling with the ongoing cost of public defense and lack of funding to meet the Washington State Supreme Court caseload standards. Clinical and public health services are at risk due to lack of funding. Shelters lack sustainable funding and are at risk for closure beginning in 2027 as one-time money expires. Looming reductions in Medicaid reimbursement will impact behavioral and physical health services. We have deferred major maintenance on County buildings for more than 20 years to preserve critical services. 

For all these reasons, partnership with the state is more critical than ever. The State of Washington and King County share many priorities and have developed effective partnerships to deliver services to our shared constituents. We respect the challenge of balancing competing needs when developing the budget each year. With budget negotiations still in progress, we want to take this opportunity to express our thanks for your hard work and leadership – and highlight key priorities we are hoping to see in final budgets. 

Foundational Public Health Services: King County appreciates both budgets’ sustained Foundational Public Health Services (FPHS) funding levels. 

Housing and Homelessness Services: Thank you for both budgets’ inclusion of $15 million in Continuum of Care (CoC) contingency funding for permanent supportive housing (PSH) operations. 

Behavioral Health: We appreciate both chambers’ efforts in this budget to maintain Medicaid rates and flexible crisis system funding for regional Behavioral Health Administrative Service Organizations (BHASOs) that together form the foundation of community behavioral health care in our state. 

Developmental Disabilities: We ask both chambers to prioritize Developmental Disabilities Community Services (DDCS) funding to maintain employment and day programs rather than assuming savings. The identified “underspend” does not reflect reduced need. Instead, it reflects current rate limits that prevent the full use of allocated funds and affect provider capacity to deliver these essential services.

Child Care: We appreciate that both budgets rejected the proposed cap to Working Connections Child Care, protecting thousands of families’ ability to stay employed and access care. At the same time, we remain concerned about cuts to provider reimbursement rates in both budgets, but prefer the House approach to enrollment and attendance calculations,

Immigrant and Refugee Communities: King County is grateful for both budget’s continuation of $25 million in much-needed funding for newly arriving immigrants and refugees. 

Crime Victims: King County also appreciates the continuation of funding in both budgets for services for victims of crime. 


Sincerely,



Girmay Zahilay					Sarah Perry			
King County Executive 				Chair, King County Council
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