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October 15, 2014
The Honorable Larry Phillips
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Phillips:
This letter transmits an ordinance that will authorize five years of funding for critical agricultural, forestry, and natural resources programs in King County through a system of rates and charges for the King Conservation District (District). The ordinance will also authorize an interlocal agreement to implement the District’s work program. 
This ordinance and interlocal agreement is the result of several years of collaborative work between the District, representatives from the Sound Cities Association, the cities of Seattle and Bellevue, rural landowners, environmental and natural resource groups, and King County. This legislation furthers two fundamental goals of the King County Strategic Plan: (1) the environmental sustainability goal to safeguard and enhance the County’s natural resources and the environment; and (2) the financial stewardship goal to exercise sound financial management, by providing King County with a significant advisory role in developing the King Conservation District annual work program. Additionally, this legislation supports the objectives and strategies of the Strategic Climate Action Plan by making critical investments in preservation of farm and forest land and by providing property owners with technical assistance and support to maintain the health and viability of these resources.
The work program was developed in collaboration with a representative of the equity and social justice community, and District staff employed King County’s determinants of equity methodology in evaluating the new program investments. 
The work program and member jurisdiction grant program that would be funded by the proposed rates and charges will support the protection and preservation of King County’s natural resources and a stronger agricultural base and rural economy. The activities that the rates and charges support include established District programs such as grants to jurisdictions for conservation work, technical assistance to rural landowners and farmers, development of farm plans for natural resource protection, protection of fish and wildlife habitat and farm marketing support.
In addition, the work program includes a new competitive grant program to support the local food economy, a new urban forestry program, increased funding for outreach, education, and funding to implement shoreline conservation practices.

A Conservation Panel/Task Force stakeholder process was established by Ordinance 17474 to assist in developing the rates and charges and work plan. Following the recommendation of the Conservation Panel/Task Force, the District convened a reconstituted Advisory Committee consisting of representatives of the District and key stakeholder groups. The District has committed during the term of the interlocal agreement to seeking the Advisory Committee’s input on, and endorsement of, annual work programs and associated rates and charges.
As in the past, the District revenues generated by the proposed rates and charges would be expended in accordance with the terms of the interlocal agreement authoritzed by the ordinance. 
The King County Treasurer requires information regarding the rates and charges on or before January 7, 2015, to be able to include them on 2015 property tax bills. As such, a signed interlocal agreement must be filed with the Clerk of the Council by December 31, 2014. 
Thank you for your consideration of this ordinance. This important legislation will help King County residents gain access to locally produced and healthy food, be better stewards of natural resources on their property, and conserve natural resource lands in their communities.

If you have any questions, please contact Mark Isaacson, Division Director of the Water 
and Land Resources Division in the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, at 
206-477-4601.
Sincerely,

Dow Constantine

King County Executive
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