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SUBJECT:	SUICIDE PREVENTION PROGRAM

POLICY:
The facility indentifies suicidal inmates and intervenes appropriately.

RESPONSIBLE  INDIVIDUALS:
1. Jail Health Services (JHS) Manager
2. JHS Medical Director
3. JHS Psychiatric Services Medical Director
4. Department of Adult & Juvenile Detention (DAJD)

COMPLIANCE INDICATORS: 
1. A suicide prevention program includes the following outcomes:
A. Facility staff identify suicidal inmates and immediately initiate precautions,
B. Suicidal inmates are evaluated promptly by the designated health professional who directs the intervention and assures follow-up as needed,
C. Actively suicidal inmates are placed on constant observation, and
D. Potentially suicidal inmates are monitored on an irregular schedule with no more than 15 minutes between checks. If, however, the potentially suicidal inmate is placed in isolation, constant observation is required.
2. Key components of a suicide prevention program include the following:
A. Training,
B. Identification,
C. Referral,
D. Evaluation,
E. Treatment,
F. Housing and Monitoring,
G. Communication,
H. Intervention,
I. Notification,
J. Review, and
K. Debriefing
3. The use of other inmates in any way (e.g., companions, suicide-prevention aides) is not a substitute for staff supervision.
4. Treatment plans addressing suicidal ideation and its reoccurrence are developed, and patient follow-up occurs as clinically indicated.
5. The responsible health authority approves the facility’s suicide prevention plan; training curriculum for staff, including development of intake screening for suicide potential and referral protocols; and training for staff conducting the suicide screening at intake.
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