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April 2, 2002

The Honorable Cynthia Sullivan

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Sullivan:

Enclosed for Council consideration is an ordinance approving the City of Kent 2000 Comprehensive Sewer Plan (Plan).  Approval of the Plan is required under K.C.C. 13.24 as a prerequisite to granting right-of-way franchises and construction permits.  The Plan discusses the system improvements necessary to provide sewer service to current and future populations in the city of Kent (Kent) sewer service area.

Kent currently provides sewer service for approximately 70,000 residents in its 25-square mile service area.  Kent’s ultimate service area population could increase to over 150,000.  The service area includes most of the city of Kent, a small part of the city of SeaTac, and urban unincorporated land.  As opposed to many sewer utilities, Kent’s sewer service area contains substantial commercial and industrial land uses.  In fact, residential sewer customers comprise only 52 percent of Kent’s sewer service area.

Kent’s wastewater is treated entirely by King County.  The amount of wastewater from Kent that is currently treated by King County averages approximately five million gallons per day.  In the future, this amount could nearly double.  A significant portion of this flow may well be due to infiltration and inflow (I/I).  Kent is currently working with King County to assess and reduce I/I in its system.

Kent plans to spend over $5,000,000 during the next six years on capital improvements.  The projects include pump station rehabilitation; removal of one pump station; extension of gravity sewers; and seismic upgrades.  Funding for the capital improvements will come primarily from revenue bonds and developer funding.

The Utilities Technical Review Committee (UTRC) originally reviewed the Plan on September 20, 2000.  After extensive revisions, the UTRC approved the Plan on October 10, 2001.  Kent prepared a Determination of Non-significance for the Plan on March 30, 1999, in accordance with the State Environmental Policy Act.  Kent adopted the Plan on February 16, 1999.

I would appreciate your review and concurrence with the proposed ordinance.  If you have any questions, please contact Bruce Bennett, Chair of the Utilities Technical Review Committee, at (206) 296-1952.  Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive
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Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director




Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Steve Call, Director, Office of Budget


Bruce Bennett, Chair, Utilities Technical Review Committee

bcc:
Pam Bissonnette, Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP)

Rick Kirkby, Manager, Water Resources Unit, DNRP

