[image: KClogo_v_b_m2]

Transportation, Economy and Environment Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	13 & 14
	Name:
	Erin Auzins

	Proposed No.:
	2015-0074
2015-0064
	Date:
	February 17, 2015



SUBJECT  

Proposed Motions 2015-0074 and 2015-0064 would establish council priorities for the use of Conservation Futures Tax (CF) levy funds, for acquisition of property rights along the Sammamish River and certain regional trails (2015-0074) and along the Green River (2015-0064).

SUMMARY

Proposed Motion 2015-0074 would express the Council’s interest in prioritizing CFT projects along the Sammamish River, and several regional trails that intersect the Sammamish River, including: the Burke-Gilman trail, the Sammamish River trail, the Tolt Pipeline trail and the Eastside Rail Corridor. The evaluation criteria would look for projects adjacent to already preserved areas that preserve existing recreational uses, view corridors and open space. 

Proposed Motion 2015-0064 would express the Council’s interest in prioritizing CFT projects along the lower Green River; the evaluation criteria would look for projects that would preserve and restore riparian habitat, including large trees.

Actual project applications in response to these priorities would be submitted through the regular CFT review process by the local jurisdiction where the property is located, either individually or in partnership with other jurisdictions, or by citizens or citizen groups.

BACKGROUND

Conservation futures tax (CFT) levy funds are authorized by state law[footnoteRef:1] to acquire property rights to conserve open space lands. CFT levy funds are collected throughout King County as a dedicated portion of the property tax. Open space lands are defined in K.C.C. 26.12.003 and RCW 84.34.020 to include open space, agricultural lands, and timber lands. CFT funds are allowed to be used to protect, preserve, maintain, improve, restore, limit the future use of, or other otherwise conserve open space lands. [1:  Conservation futures are established in RCW 84.34.200 through .240.] 


K.C.C. chapter 26.12 defines the process and criteria for the allocation of CFT levy funds, done through the county’s budget process. Project applications are submitted to King County, normally by the local jurisdiction where the property is located. These project applications are reviewed by a citizen oversight committee, which makes a recommendation to the Executive on funding allocations based on the selection criteria. The Executive includes his recommendation for funding allocation in the proposed budget, which the Council reviews, amends, and adopts. Project applicants are required to have a local match to the CFT funds, and to enter into an interlocal agreement with the County to ensure continued conservation of the acquired property.

ANALYSIS

K.C.C. 26.12.010.B. allows the Council to establish evaluation priorities for the CFT citizen oversight committee to consider during their project selection and funding recommendation process. A Council motion or motions establishing priorities would give the citizen oversight committee direction to look for and prioritize projects that meet criteria defined in the motion.  

Proposed Motion 2015-0074 would set an evaluation priority for one or more projects that includes the purchase of property rights that:
· Are located near or adjacent to already preserved properties
· Preserve existing recreational uses, view corridors and open space
· Are located along the Sammamish River, the Burke-Gilman Trail, the Sammamish River trail, The Tolt Pipeline Trail and/or the Eastside Rail Corridor
· Would promote the enhancement of existing open space uses, and preserve scenic resources and recreational land uses.

Proposed Motion 2015-0064 would set an evaluation priority for one or more projects that includes the purchase of property rights that:
· Preserve and restore riparian habitat
· Are located along the lower Green river
· Preserve existing stands and allow planting of large trees to provide shade to the river.

Submittal of a project would be subject to the submittal requirements in the code.  Project applications can be submitted by the local jurisdiction where the property is located, either individually or in partnership. Project applications can also be submitted by a citizen or citizens groups.

If the Council chooses to set a priority, the code requires a motion to be adopted by the Council no later than March 1 of each year.


AMENDMENTS

There is a striking amendment to proposed motion 2015-0064 in the packet. Amendment S1 adds an additional whereas clause regarding submittal of projects being based on best available science, and requests the Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP) work with local landowners and appropriate cities to submit a project application for consideration in the 2015 allocation process.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2015-0074
2. Proposed Motion 2015-0064
3. Striking Amendment S1 to Motion 2015-0064
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