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The Honorable Larry Gossett 






January 30, 2007
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Gossett:

Enclosed for your review and consideration is an ordinance authorizing the King County Executive to enter into interlocal cooperation agreements, and amendments to interlocal cooperation agreements, with several King County cities for Conservation Futures open space acquisition projects authorized by the 2007 Budget Ordinance, Ordinance 15652, and by Ordinances 14797, 15295 and 15555.  This authorization is necessary for the annual disbursement of Conservation Futures tax (CFT) levy funds to the cities for the projects described in Attachment C to the enclosed ordinance.

By Ordinance 15652, the 2007 Budget Ordinance, King County has allocated over $8.5 million in CFT funds to twenty-one open space acquisition projects in Seattle and the suburban cities.  The projects are listed in Attachment C to the enclosed ordinance.  The suburban city projects contain over 495 acres of open space and the Seattle projects total 27 acres.  The city of Bellevue will continue to preserve wooded forests in the Richards Valley area by filling two key gaps in the existing Bellevue Greenway system.  Federal Way is working to preserve a 
40-acre scout camp that has one-quarter mile of Puget Sound Shoreline.  Normandy Park will also protect important natural shoreline on Puget Sound, and it will acquire a wooded habitat addition to the Walker Creek Preserve.  Shoreline will gain additional funds to purchase the 
16-acre South Woods open space, located next to Shorecrest High School, and an eight-acre addition to North Hamlin Park.  Shoreline successfully passed a bond ballot this past year that will pay for the majority of these open spaces, but the CFT funds provide critical financial support for the projects.

The other suburban cities open space acquisition projects are located across King County in Kent, Issaquah, Duvall, Tukwila, Lake Forest Park, Burien, and Snoqualmie.  Seattle will pursue six open space acquisition projects, including the purchase of important buffers to the Kubota Gardens in South Seattle, and a critical 24-acre inholding property located in the center of Discovery Park that is being sold as surplus by the federal government.

Also included in this package is the Federal Way Hylebos Creek Project, which was funded by Ordinance 14797, the 2004 Annual Budget Ordinance, and by Ordinance 15295, the Capital Projects Omnibus Ordinance passed in September 2005.
Finally, this package also contains reference to funding for the city of Shoreline South Woods Project that was provided by Ordinance 15555, the Capital Improvement Program Omnibus Ordinance, in July 2006.
The CFT funds that will be dispersed through these interlocal agreements will help our cities accommodate growth by helping them to preserve the natural environment and quality of daily life in the neighborhoods where most of our county’s residents live.  In many cases, the cities are building on greenway, natural area, and trail provision efforts that have been underway for over a decade or more.  The projects are supported by local planning efforts, including city comprehensive plans, park and open space plans, and Water Resource Inventory Area salmon habitat plans.  Most of these planning efforts are required under state and federal laws such as the State Growth Management Act or the Endangered Species Act.  These funds play an important role in helping these planning efforts subsequently come to fruition.

With the disbursement of Conservation Futures funds to cities, King County continues to recognize that the high quality of our region’s residential communities and the settings for locating and conducting business settings relies on a healthy environment and appealing passive recreational opportunities that cannot be taken for granted.  For our region to continue to attract high quality employment, our public investment in urban open spaces must keep pace with the ongoing population growth of our cities.  These CFT funds are an important part of our efforts to keep pace with growth.  If you have any questions, please contact Linda Holecek, Acquisition Supervisor of the Open Space Acquisitions Unit in the Water and Land Resources Division of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, at 206-296-7814.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Ross Baker, Chief of Staff

  Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director




  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Bob Cowan, Director, Office of Management and Budget


Pam Bissonnette, Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP)


Linda Holecek, Acquisition Supervisor, Open Space Acquisitions Unit,

    Water and Land Resources Division, DNRP

