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	Service Area 
Valley View Sewer District (District) was established in 1946 as Val Vue Sewer District. It was one of the first sewer districts established in King County. The District had its own treatment plant until 1966, when construction of freeways in the area required the District to abandon its facility and contract with what is now known as King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks, Wastewater Treatment Division (King County DNRP-WTD) for wastewater treatment and disposal.  In 1972, the District contracted with Des Moines Sewer District (now Midway Sewer District) for the treatment and disposal of wastewater flows from major motels along Highway 99, in the southernmost portion of the District. The District changed its name from Val Vue Sewer District to Valley View Sewer District in 2007.
The District is located south of the City of Seattle. The District serves portions of the cities of Burien, SeaTac, Seattle, Tukwila, and unincorporated King County. Its sewer service area consists of approximately 6,000 acres. There are portions of the service area that are not fully built out.
Land use within the District’s service area is predominantly single-family residential with multi-family residential and commercial uses concentrated along major thoroughfares. The northeastern portion of the District, along East Marginal Way South and adjacent to the Duwamish River, is classified as industrial. The District currently serves approximately 8,600 connections. Population within the service area is estimated at 44,684 people and approximately 19,460 people are employed within the service area. Portions of Valley View Sewer District are currently unsewered for a variety of reasons. Future development within the District is predicted to be limited to infill development and redevelopment.
Sewer System
The District’s infrastructure includes approximately 134 miles of sanitary sewer lines and an estimated 39 miles of side sewers. Pipe sizes range from 6- to 24-inches, and the District currently maintains 19 pump stations to compensate for the hilly terrain within the service area. There are some areas within the District in which its sewer lines are not built out.
The District does not maintain wastewater treatment or disposal facilities. The District relies on the service of King County DNRP-WTD, Southwest Suburban Sewer District, and Midway Sewer District for these services. Delivery of flow to these entities for treatment and disposal of wastewater is accomplished through system connections and in accordance with existing interlocal agreements.
Analysis of the sewer system identified several areas where deficiencies exist, either due to pipe size or condition. In addition to capacity concerns identified through the system’s modeling, operational deficiencies were identified by District staff through known areas of concern and CCTV records. Approximately $85 million dollars in improvements for rehabilitation or replacement and $58 million dollars for a sewer extension project are recommended for the sanitary sewer system for the next 30 years. 
Reclaimed Water
The Plan includes text that acknowledges a few opportunities for the use of reclaimed water, however, as the District does not own or maintain a wastewater treatment facility, it does not have any plans to pursue the use of reclaimed water. The Plan implies that reclaimed water is not a core function of its service, and it is focused on wastewater disposal, its primary function and responsibility.
SEPA
The District completed a State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) checklist for the Plan, and, as lead agency under SEPA, issued a determination of non-significance for the approval of the Plan on March 17, 2023. There were no appeals.



	A review of the specific statutes, rules, codes, and policies to the water system plan is as follows:

	King County Code/Policies
	Comments/findings

	A. General and sewer plan-specific requirements of King County Code (KCC) 13.24.010

	(1)
	Review and approval by the King County Council is applicable to public or private 
entities that provide sewer collection or treatment in unincorporated areas of King County as required by KCC ch. 13.24
	· The District’s sewer service area extends into unincorporated King County.
· The District’s wastewater is conveyed a to King County treatment facility.

	(2)
	The Plan shall be consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan and development regulations and policies.
	· Population, employment, and land use data is from the Puget Sound Regional Council, and jurisdictions that the District serves. 
· The Plan takes the PSRC data into consideration as it attempts to provide realistic growth projections based on demographic trend forecasts and anticipated development.

	(3)
	The Plan shall be adopted by that entity and approved by the King County Council as a prerequisite for the following:
· Operating in unincorporated King County;
· Approval of annexation proposals;
· Granting of new right-of-way franchises and right-of-way franchise renewals, and
· Approval of right-of-way construction permits, except for emergency permits issued under KCC 14.44.055.
	· The District Board of Commissioners adopted the Plan February 21, 2023 prior to Washington State Department of Ecology (DOE) and King County's review and comments. The District contends its Board does not need to readopt its Plan with edits that address DOE and King County's comments.
· The District’s service area does extend into unincorporated King County and conveys waste to a King County treatment plant.

	(4)
	Plans should be submitted every six years or sooner if required by the Washington State Department of Ecology (DOE), or whenever sewer conditions have changed significantly within sewer service area.
	· The District's last wastewater plan (2011 Comprehensive Sewer System Plan) was approved by the King County Council on August 15, 2012 through by King County Ordinance 17387.

	(5)
	Infrastructure for existing and future service areas based on adopted land use map.
	· Population and employment projections for the District were calculated using a PSRC Land Use Vision dataset. This dataset represents the successful implementation of local land use designations/zoning.
· These projections were the basis, in addition to existing projects, for future infrastructure needs.

	(6)
	Sufficient information to demonstrate the ability to provide service consistent with the requirements of all applicable statutes, codes, rules, and regulations.
	· The Plan includes sufficient information to demonstrate the District can provide service consistent with applicable statues, codes, rules, and regulations.
· The District analyzed its system's ability to accommodate future projected growth using a computer model that could simulate how the sewer system would operate under various flow and growth projections.

	(7)
	Consistent with Washington Administrative Code (WAC) 173-240-050.
	· DOE has provided written comments to the District.

	(8)
	Discuss the following:
· Existing and planned flows, average and peak;
· Existing and planned flows for any basin discharging into the County system;
· Amounts of inflow and infiltration (I/I), in comparison with County standard of 1,100 gallons per-acre-per-day (gpad) and steps being taken to reduce;
· Areas of concern regarding corrosion and odor control, and steps being taken, and
· Opportunities for reclaimed water.
	· [bookmark: _Hlk138754503]The Plan does discuss existing and planned flows.
· The Plan assumes I/I should be maintained at 1,100 gallons per day per acre.
· To address past I/I, in the past District rehabilitated approximately 80 manholes. In addition, the District has adopted a strategy involving the installation of pipe liners that are placed on joints where there are severe I/I issues.
· The Plan does address corrosion and odor control.
· The Plan acknowledges a few general opportunities for the use of reclaimed water. However, as the District does not own or maintain a wastewater treatment facility, it is not activity pursuing the reuse of water.

	B. Public Sewer Service: KCC 13.24.035

	(9)
	[bookmark: _Hlk138754785]All developments within UGA served by sewer unless on-site systems are temporarily allowed per KCC 13.24.136 and 13.08.070.
	· The Plan's Executive Summary acknowledges all developments within the UGA are served by sewer unless temporary on-site 

	(10)
	Required elements of a sewerage general plan, as called for in RCW 36.94.010(3), are included in King County Comprehensive Plan and Technical Appendix.
	· The District’s sewer collection system flows into and is treated by the King County DNRP-WTD sewer system, Southwest Suburban Sewer District system, and the Midway Sewer District system.
· The Plan has the general location and description of treatment and disposal facilities, and a general description of the collection system to serve the service area. 

	C. Consistency requirements: KCC 13.24.060

	(11)
	State and local health requirements.
	· DOE reviewed the draft plan and provided comments to the District. The final Plan includes responses to all of DOE's comments. 
· The Utilities Technical Review Committee (UTRC) review process included a representative of Public Health - Seattle & King County.

	(12)
	Elimination or prevention of duplicate facilities and a reduction of number of entities providing sewer service in King County.
	· Valley View contracts with King County DNRP-WTD, Southwest Suburban Sewer District, and Midway Sewer District to ensure all wastewater produced within its service area is conveyed to regional Wastewater Treatment Plant.

	(13)
	Promotion of most healthful and reliable services to the public.
	· The Plan’s Operational policies and Capital Improvement Plan promotes healthful and reliable services to the utility’s customers.

	[bookmark: _Hlk138754931](14)
	Provision of service at a reasonable cost, and maximization of use of public facilities.
	· The Plan does not specifically address or analyze the affordability of is sewer service.

	(15)
	Basin wide or multi-basin water plans, sewerage plans, or both when approved by DOE or Washington State Department of Health. 
	· The Plan does not refer to participation with basin wide or multi-basin water plans, or sewerage plans. 

	
(16)
	Applicable state water quality, water conservation (e.g., RCW 90.48.495), and waste management standards.
	· The District does not have a wastewater treatment facility.

	(17)
	Growth Management Act (GMA), chapter 36.70A RCW.
	· The Plan conforms to the GMA. Please refer to policy consistency below.

	(18)
	Groundwater Management Plans.
	· The Plan makes no reference to Groundwater Management Plans.  

	(19)
	Federally-approved habitat conservation plans and recovery plans under Endangered Species Act.
	· The Plan makes no reference to habitat conservation plans and recovery plans. 

	(20)
	Requirements for salmon recovery under RCW 77.85, and other plans, including regional water supply or water resource management plans.
	· The Plan makes no reference to the salmon recovery efforts within the watershed. 

	(21)
	[bookmark: _Hlk138755103]Applicable requirements to evaluate opportunities for the use of reclaimed water under chapter 90.46 RCW.
	· The Plan makes reference to general water reuse opportunities.

	(22)
	State Environmental Policy Act documentation.
	· The District completed a State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) checklist for the Plan, and, as lead agency under SEPA, issued a determination of nonsignificance for the approval of the Plan on March 17, 2023. There were no appeals.

	COUNTYWIDE PLANNING POLICIES

	(23)
	FW-4: Support fiscal sustainability for infrastructure and services that serve rural areas.
	· The wastewater service area is surrounded by designated urban areas and not adjacent to the rural area of unincorporated King County.

	(24)
	PF-11: Require water reuse and reclamation where feasible.
	· See #8 above.

	(25)
	DP-3 and PF-3: Coordination of capital facilities and service plans to promote efficient land use and reliable and cost-effective services.
	· The review by the UTRC and approval by the County Council promotes coordination of capital facilities and service plans.

	(26)
	DP- 14: Adopted infrastructure plans are consistent with adopted growth targets.

	· Population and employment data is from the Puget Sound Regional Council. 
· The population and employment projections are consistent with King County’s 2020 Comprehensive Plan Update.

	(27)
	DP-49, PF-1 and PF-13: Limit the extension of urban infrastructure improvements through the Rural Area.
	· The wastewater service area is surrounded by designated urban areas and not adjacent to the rural area of unincorporated King County.

	(28)
	PF-12: With few exceptions, require development with the UGA to be served by public sewer.
	· See #9 above.

	KING COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN POLICIES

	(29)
	F-101 and F04: Forging partnerships in identifying appropriate service providers and coordinate planning efforts. 
	· The review and adoption of the Wastewater Plan demonstrates partnership and coordination efforts.

	(30)
	F-107 and F-209: Plan for provision of services to rural areas.
	· See # 27 above.

	(31)
	F-201 and F-210: Water and sewer utilities that provide services to unincorporated King County shall prepare capital facility plans consistent with requirements of the GMA and King County Comprehensive Plan.
	· The General Sewer Plan is consistent with the GMA and King County Comprehensive Plan.

	(32)
	F-255: All development within UGA to be served by public sewers, with some exceptions.
	· See #9. Above.

	(33)
	F-256: King County and sewer utilities should jointly plan for phasing out of on-site systems within UGA.
	· The Plan does not address jointly planning for connection properties currently utilizing an on-site septic system to the sewer system.
· The Plan does include capital facility projects identify potential sewer extension projects to service currently unsewered areas. The identified funding sources area developer extension projects and ULIDs.
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