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SUBJECT

Signaling the Council's intent to establish a hate crimes unit within the criminal investigation division of the King County Sheriff's Office. 

SUMMARY

Proposed Motion 2021-0156 would state the Council's intent to establish a hate crimes unit, consisting of no less than four deputies and one support staff position, within the criminal investigation division of the King County Sheriff's Office (KCSO).  

BACKGROUND 

In Washington State a person who maliciously and intentionally causes physical injury, physical damage, or threatens an individual based on his or her perception of the victim's race, color, religion, national origin, gender, sexual orientation, gender expression or identity, or disability has committed a hate crime; the commission of which is a Class C felony under state law.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  RCW 9A.36.080] 


[bookmark: _Hlk70431312]In the years leading up to 2019, law enforcement agencies across the country reported increasing numbers of hate and bias related crimes. According to local law enforcement data collected by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, hate crimes in 2019 rose to over 7300 criminal instances; the third year in a row with over 7000 reported instances and the highest level in over a decade.[footnoteRef:2] While a more recent report  by the Center for the Study of Hate and Extremism at California State University, San Bernardino suggests that hate crimes in 2020 saw a 7% decrease overall, hate crimes against Asian Americans increased by nearly 150%.[footnoteRef:3]  [2:  Tim Arango (2020). "Hate Crimes in U.S. Rose to Highest Level in More Than a Decade in 2019." New York Times. https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/16/us/hate-crime-rate.html S]  [3:  See Attachment 2] 


Trends locally match that of the rest of the nation. According to the King County Prosecutor's Office there were 30 reported hate crimes in King County in 2018, 39 reported in 2019 and 59 report in 2020. Despite these figures, law enforcement experts generally agree that hate crimes are often unreported and therefore the true number of hate crimes committed is likely to be significantly higher than what available data suggests.    

The King County Sheriff's Office has special practices and procedures related to the response and investigation of hate crimes. The KCSO General Orders Manual dedicates a section specifically to the investigation of hate crimes[footnoteRef:4] where direction for deputies, supervisors and others is clearly defined. For instance, the policy states that "deputies must be mindful that not only is the individual who is personally affected by [hate crimes] victimized, but the entire class of individuals residing in the community is also affected. Deputies must be sensitive and respond in a way that the trauma of the victim and the community is not exacerbated."  Additionally, Sergeants, per KCSO's policy, are required to respond to the scene of a hate crime which is not required for most other crimes.    [4:  GOM 17.05.000] 


ANALYSIS

Proposed Motion 2021-0156 would signal the Council's intent to establish a hate crimes unit within the Criminal Investigation Division at KCSO. The Proposed Motion would also request that the Executive fund and the Sheriff establish the unit, which shall consist of no less than four deputies and one support staff position. 

Once established, the Proposed Motion calls for the unit to develop a community engagement plan intended to encourage victims to report hate and bias crimes and for the unit to develop a standard system for collecting, analyzing, and reporting these incidents. 

Based on current estimates, the total cost of the unit for the 2021-2022 biennium would be approximately $1,310,000. 

INVITED

· Troy Olmsted, Chief, Criminal Investigations Division, King County Sheriff's Office

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2021-0156
2. FACT SHEET: Anti‐Asian Prejudice March 2020 – Center for the Study of Hate & Extremism
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