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Metropolitan King County Council
Transportation, Economy & Environment Committee

REVISED STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	5, 6, 7
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	Mary Bourguignon

	Proposed No.:
	2023-0305
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2023-0307
	Date:
	October 17, 2023




COMMITTEE ACTION

	
Proposed Motions 2023-0305, 2023-0306, and 2023-0307, which would confirm three appointments to the Access Paratransit Advisory Committee (APAC), passed out of the Transportation Economy & Environment Committee on October 17, 2023, with a “Do Pass” recommendation. The motions were amended to correct a technical issue with the name of the committee. 




SUBJECT

Proposed Motion 2023-0305 would confirm the appointment of Prem Subedi, who resides in District 5, to the Access Paratransit Advisory Committee (APAC) for a partial term extending until December 31, 2023.

Proposed Motion 2023-0306 would confirm the appointment of Lisa Espinosa, who resides in District 8, to the Access Paratransit Advisory Committee (APAC) for a partial term extending until December 31, 2023.

Proposed Motion 2023-0307 would confirm the appointment of Christiana Williams, who resides in District 9, to the Access Paratransit Advisory Committee (APAC) for a partial term extending until December 31, 2024.

BACKGROUND 

The Access Paratransit Advisory Committee (APAC) advises Metro, the Executive, and the Council on issues related to Access paratransit relative to the terms of the contract for Access paratransit service.[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  KCC 2.124.010] 


The APAC is to have at least nine members who are appointed by the Executive and confirmed by the Council to two-year terms. Membership is to consist of:

· Access paratransit riders
· Family members of Access paratransit riders
· Representatives of organizations that provide services to Access paratransit riders
· Representatives of organizations that support Access paratransit riders or potential riders who have limited English proficiency

The APAC is asked to adopt an annual work program focused around review of Access service; to provide verbal reports to the Council; and to prepare and transmit an annual report on Access paratransit service that includes information on performance metrics, customer services, areas of strength or deficiency, priorities for improvement, and an overall assessment of Access service. The APAC meets as needed to complete the work plan and address other issues. 

Prem Subedi. Proposed Motion 2023-0305 would confirm the appointment of Prem Subedi, who resides in District 5, to the Access Paratransit Advisory Committee (APAC) for a partial term extending until December 31, 2023.

Mr. Subedi identifies as a person with disabilities, noting that he uses Routes 150, 160, and 165, and uses Access when the weather is severe, late at night, or where the bus does not serve. He notes that he is involved in several transit groups, including Sound Transit Citizens Accessibility Advisory Committee and King County Metro’s Research Panel. He states that he would like to join APAC because he is passionate about transit and wants it to be better.

Lisa Espinosa. Proposed Motion 2023-0306 would confirm the appointment of Lisa Espinosa, who resides in District 8, to the Access Paratransit Advisory Committee (APAC) for a partial term extending until December 31, 2023.

Ms. Espinosa identifies as a person with disabilities, noting that she uses the West Seattle Water Taxi, and Routes 12, 120, and 560, as well as Access. She notes that Access can be challenging and that she would like to be an advocate for other blind and disabled people. 

Christiana Williams. Proposed Motion 2023-0307 would confirm the appointment of Christiana Williams, who resides in District 9, to the Access Paratransit Advisory Committee (APAC) for a partial term extending until December 31, 2024.

Ms. Williams works in transportation assisting seniors and people with disabilities. She notes that she wants to help encourage and advocate for accesiblity. She currently supports a program that teachers seniors and individuals with disabilities how to use public transportation and states that this background will be beneficial in finding solutions for Access riders.



AMENDMENTS

Each of the Proposed Motions refers to the appointment as being to the “access paratransit advisory board.” However, the group is named in the Code[footnoteRef:3] as the “Access paratransit advisory committee.” Amendment 1 and Title Amendment T1 for each of the motions would correct the name to be consistent with the Code. [3:  KCC 2.124.010] 
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