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SUBJECT

A briefing on the special report of the King County Animal Control Citizen’s Advisory Committee in response to Motion 12521.
BACKGROUND

In the 2007 Adopted Budget, the Council included a proviso in the Records, Elections and Licensing Division’s budget requesting that the executive reconvene the King County Animal Care and Control Citizen’s Advisory Committee (Advisory Committee).
On May 29, 2007 the Council adopted Ordinance 15801, which, among other things, revised the roles, responsibilities, and composition of the Advisory Committee to provide evaluation and recommendations for a model animal services program with specific focus on the prevention of animal cruelty, the humane care and welfare of animals in King County shelters, the reduction of euthanasia, the increase of adoptions, and the strengthening of community partnerships and volunteer programs.  The Advisory Committee is also to provide evaluation and recommendations on performance measures, funding, staffing levels, staffing needs, facilities, and capital improvements.

Also on May 29th, the Council adopted Motion 12521, requesting that the Executive work in collaboration with the Advisory Committee to develop a report on how the Animal Services Program will become a model for the humane treatment of animals and reduce rates of euthanasia.  The report was to include the following:

1. An analysis of how King County might implement a no-kill policy with a survey of jurisdictions that have adopted no-kill policies;

2. Recommendations on resources needed to improve the humane treatment of animals;

3. Recommendations to strengthen community relations through partnerships and educational outreach;

4. Recommendations on increasing the marketing of adoptable animals and spay/neuter programs;

5. Recommendations related to the prevention of animal cruelty; and

6. The development of performance measures that address standards of animal care, adoption, euthanasia rates, the investigation of animal cruelty and coordination with law enforcement officials.

7. A comparison of other model jurisdiction.

The report was due to the council on August 31, 2007.
On July 19, 2007 the Executive reconvened the Advisory Committee and work began on developing the report.  Since that date, the Advisory Committee has met over ten times, with additional subcommittee meetings to specifically address the topics of shelter operations, outreach, animal cruelty, feral cats and spay/neuter programs.  Due to the late date on which the Advisory Committee was reconvened, the committee requested an extension to September 24, 2007 and the Executive requested an extension until October 15, 2007.
On September 27, 2007 the Advisory Committee transmitted their special report to the Council and Executive.  The report contains 47 recommendations for the development of a humane animal welfare program and the reduction of euthanasia.  The report notes that the current Animal Services Program is in need of significant changes in order to become a model program.
The Advisory Committee has prepared a briefing on their special report to the Council.

ATTACHMENTS
1.  Special Report of the King County Animal Care and Control Citizen’s Advisory Committee
INVITED

Members of the King County Animal Care and Control Citizen’s Advisory Committee:

· Julie White, Chair
· Derek Yoshinaka, Vice-Chair

· Brenda Barnette

· Kim Sgro

· Claire Davis

· Annette Laico

· Celeste Walsen

· Inga Gibson

· Cheryl Bell

· Mary Jane Price

· Marta Nobrega

· Stacy Wilke

Executive staff:

· Anne Bruskland, Interim Deputy Director, Records, Elections and Licensing Division

· Al Dams, Acting Manager, Animal Care and Control Section, Records, Elections and Licensing Division
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