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SUBJECT

A briefing on the Citizens’ Elections Oversight Committee Annual Report on King County Department of Elections. 

SUMMARY

King County Code requires the Citizens’ Elections Oversight Committee (CEOC) to submit a report to the council on its observations, findings and recommendations regarding the primary and general elections by February 1 of each year.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  King County Code 2.53.041] 


Ms. Ellen Hansen, chair of the CEOC, will present highlights of the oversight committee’s annual report on King County Elections. The report reflects the work of the CEOC as well as highlights of operations in the administration of elections during 2015.

BACKGROUND 

The King County Council has created three Citizens’ Elections Oversight Committees to help the Council and the Executive address previous issues of performance and to rebuild public confidence in elections.  The first Citizens’ Elections Oversight Committee was created in July 2003, the second was created in April 2005 and the current, non-expiring committee was created in May 2006 (Ordinance 15453).
The ordinance establishing the current committee also set forth its mission: “…to help King County restore and maintain public confidence in elections.” The ordinance further directs the CEOC to make recommendations to the Council to:
· “Improve performance of the King County elections division”; and
· “Help ensure that accountability and performance of the elections division is provided in a transparent manner that is meaningful to the residents of King County.”

Under King County Code 2.53, 14 members represent named types of organizations or sectors of the community, including two at-large representatives of the electorate, and ex-officio, nonvoting members representing the Secretary of State’s office and the Washington State Association of County Auditors.

The members of the CEOC serve a 3-year term. There are no term limits for this committee. Ex-officio members serve indefinitely, at the pleasure of their office or association. 

The King County Code also requires the CEOC to submit a report to the council on its observations, findings and recommendations regarding the primary and general elections by February 1 of each year (Attachment 1).

Ms. Ellen Hansen, chair of the CEOC, will present highlights of the oversight committee’s annual report for 2015. 

ATTACHMENTS

1. 2016-RPT0013 CEOC 2015 Annual Report 

INVITED

1. Ellen Hansen, Chair, Citizens’ Elections Oversight Committee
2. Julie Wise, Director, Department of Elections
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