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The Legislative Special Session ended in the early morning hours on Tuesday April 13th.  The Legislature was successful in passing an agreed upon revenue package and a supplemental budget.  The final budget assumes $757 million in new revenue, close to $755 million in budget reductions, and $618 million of approved or anticipated additional federal relief.  Several of the new revenue sources are temporary – including the beer tax increase of 50 cents per gallon, microbreweries exempt ($59 million) and a pop tax increase ($33.5 million).  Taxes were also increased on cigarettes ($101.4), bottled water ($32.6), and candy and gum ($30.5).  Many of these revenue choices are vulnerable to ballot measures in November. After many long emotional hours it was with relief to watch Olympia become smaller in the rearview mirror of the car.
Mental Health Funding:

Program for Adaptive Living Skills (PALS) – The Governor proposed a $3.2 million reduction to the PALS program.  The final budget fully restored the funding for this program.


Non-Medicaid Funding – The Governor proposed a $4.1 million reduction to Non-Medicaid mental health funding.  The final budget restored funding.


Additional Services - $2.1 million Funding is provided for new clients that pose a public safety risk
Developmental Disabilities:

County Contracts for Employment and Day Services – The program funding was fully restored after both the Governor and Senate proposals reduced it by $2.6 million.


Enhancement – $6.3 million Funding is provided for employment services for an additional 1400 clients.
Alcohol and Substance Abuse:
County Administrative Expenses – County administrative expenses were reduced from 10 percent to 8 percent, a $1.3 million reduction 

Security Lifeline Act (former GA-U) - $2.2 million Additional funding is provided for chemical dependency treatment for individuals who receive benefits but do not qualify for ADATSA

Policy Changes
SSB6846 – Enhanced E911 Services

The legislation authorizes local taxing authority on E911 from 50 cents to 70 cents. The bill raises $35 million for local governments.  
2SHB 3076 - Concerning the Involuntary Treatment Act


HB 3076 includes several provisions:

· Expands the definition of both symptoms and information factors related to civil commitment procedures under the Involuntary Treatment Act (ITA), thereby expanding the standards that must be met before an individual may be detained.

· Requires the Washington State Institute for Public Policy, in collaboration with the Department of Social and Health Services and others, to search for validated mental health assessment tool or combination of tools for assessment of persons for detention, commitment, or revocation under the ITA.

· Requires that designated mental health professionals, when making a determination for initial detainment, to consider information provided by family members or others who have significant contact with the individual or who are familiar with the individual’s history.
· In response to King County’s concern about the increase of individuals that the new language would cover and the need for more resources to meet the need, the bill includes a null and void clause.

The final budget included $1.2 million to study the resources needed of implementing the legislation.

E2SHB 2782 – Concerning the Security Lifeline Act

The General Assistance for the Unemployable (GAU) is renamed the Disability Lifeline Program.  All the eligibility requirements and conditions of the GAU stay the same, including cash grants.  The good cause exemption is strengthened to include medical criteria to ensure eligibility decisions are consistent.  Additional provisions in the new program:

· Time limits: Current participants are subject to a 24 month time limit (retro-active) in a 5 year period.  Upon review DSHS must provide case management services to those individuals who do not qualify for federal SSI.  Time limit provisions of this act expire June 30, 2013.

· Pilot Projects in King, Pierce, and Spokane counties will be established to quickly move individuals onto SSI by screening individuals within the first 30 days.

· A housing voucher program is established administered by the Department of Commerce.  Additional funding is available in the Housing Trust Fund for this program.
· The Division of Vocational Rehabilitation (DVR) must develop an assessment tool to determine and assist individual receiving benefits to return to the work force.

· Immediate referral to the Department of Veterans Affairs

· Individuals who do not qualify for ADATSA but are assessed for chemical dependency treatment will become a priority population to receive this service


