
STATE OF WASHINGTON
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
P.O. Box 42560  Olympia, Washington 98504-2560  (360) 902-1800

March 17, 2010


King County Board of Health
401 5th Ave, Ste. 1300
Seattle, WA 98104-2333

Dear King County Board of Health:

I am writing to lend the support of the Washington State Department of Agriculture (WSDA) for the work being done by Public Health-Seattle & King County to reduce the risk of human Salmonella infections that can be transmitted to people from live poultry, especially baby chicks and ducklings.

Backyard poultry keeping and the “urban chicken” movement is rapidly expanding in Washington State, including in Seattle where city residents can keep up to three hens. Poultry are being raised in urban and suburban areas for local food production and as educational projects for children.  An increasing number of chickens and other types of poultry are being kept as pets or as a hobby for the enjoyment of the species.  

The changing nature of poultry ownership has prompted our Department, in partnership with Washington State University, to offer a day-long continuing education course titled “Pet Poultry for Veterinary Practitioners”.  One of the points emphasized in our training is the need for public education on Salmonella risks and disease prevention. Of special concern are persons new to poultry ownership and people who may purchase baby poultry on impulse without an adequate set up for brooding (raising) the young chicks.  Oftentimes, these households include young children, who are at higher risk for serious illness caused by Salmonella bacteria.

We support the proposal by Public Health-Seattle & King County to require the county’s retail stores selling live poultry to provide purchasers with disease prevention information and assure that hand washing is available if patrons are allowed to handle poultry offered for sale.  We appreciate that Public Health will inspect retail facilities in partnership with WSDA’s Avian Health Program to provide infection control education to employees and poultry owners, address any complaints from the public, serve as a resource to shops selling live poultry and encourage ongoing high risk flock testing and surveillance by WSDA.  This on-going relationship between public health professionals and poultry retailers at the local level will help protect human health, enhance the experience of poultry ownership and serve to provide early identification of zoonotic diseases thereby minimizing the impact on animal and human health.

Sincerely,

Dr. Leonard E. Eldridge
Washington State Veterinarian         
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