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State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA)

Determination of Nonsignificance

for

Sammamish Valley Agricultural Production District

Subarea Plan
Date of Issuance:
September 6, 2005
Project:
Adoption of amendments to the King County Comprehensive Plan in response to an order from the Growth Management Hearings Board to eliminate dual land use designations within the Sammamish Valley Agricultural Production District (APD).  A summary of the proposed amendments include the following:

1.  Land Use and Zoning Amendments
Modify the boundaries of the Sammamish Valley APD by removing the Rural designated land that is developed with permanent non-agricultural structures. 

Retain the Rural land use and zoning designations for the parcels removed from the APD.

Designate all parcels remaining in the APD Agriculture, and zone them A-10.

2.  Policy Amendments

R- 538   All parcels within the boundaries of an APD shall be zoned Agricultural, either A-10 or A-35. If small parcels in the APD are not zoned for Agriculture, permitted nonresidential uses must not conflict with agricultural uses in the APD.  

R-548
Lands can be removed from the Agricultural Production Districts, except as provided in Policy 548a, only when it can be demonstrated that:

a.  
Removal of the land will not diminish the productivity of prime agricultural soils or he effectiveness of farming within the local APD boundaries; and 

b.
The land is determined to be no longer suitable for agricultural purposes.

In addition to meeting these two tests, removal of the land from the APD may only occur if it is mitigated through the addition of agricultural land abutting the same APD of equal acreage and of equal or greater soils and agriculture value. 

R-548a  Land that is zoned rural and has permanent non-agricultural structures can be removed from the Sammamish Agricultural Production District only when a subarea plan demonstrates that removal of the land will not diminish the productivity of prime agricultural soils or the effectiveness of farming within the APD.  Land to be removed from the APD shall retain rural zoning and shall not be rezoned to urban zoning.  The removal of land zoned rural from the Sammamish APD shall not be contingent on the addition of land to the APD.


3.  Amendments to the King County Code

No Code amendments proposed
Location:
Sammamish Valley
King County Approvals:
Adoption by the King County Council

SEPA Contact:
Paul Reitenbach, Comprehensive Plan Project Manager, DDES, (206) 296-6705

County Contact:
Paul Reitenbach, Comprehensive Plan Project Manager, DDES, (206) 296-6705

Proponent:
Ron Sims, King County Executive

Zoning:
A-10, Agriculture – Ten Acres
Community Plan:
Northshore


Drainage Subbasin:
Sammamish Valley
Section/Township/Range:
Multiple STRs

Notes:
A.
This is a non-project action as defined in WAC 197-11-704.  This finding is based on review of the environmental checklist dated August 26, 2005.
Threshold Determination
The responsible official finds that the above-described proposal does not pose a probable significant adverse impact to the environment.  

This finding is made pursuant to RCW 43.21C, KCC 20.44 and WAC 197-11 after reviewing the environmental checklist and other information on file with the lead agency and considering mitigation measures which the agency or the applicant will implement as part of the proposal.  The responsible official finds this information reasonably sufficient to evaluate the environmental impact of this proposal.

Comments 

Although administrative appeals of non-project threshold determinations are not allowed, the County welcomes your comments.   Written comments on this threshold determination must be received by King County’s Department of Development and Environmental Services prior to 4:30 PM September 23, 2005.   For further information regarding the proposed land use and policy amendments, please contact Paul Reitenbach, at (206) 296-6705.

Comment deadline:
4:30 PM on September 23, 2005
Address for comments:
King County Department of Development 
and Environmental Services

900 Oakesdale Avenue SW


Renton, WA  98055-1219


ATTN:  Paul Reitenbach
Responsible Official:
______________________________
_______________________

Lisa Dinsmore, Current Planning Supervisor

Date Signed

Current Planning Section

Land Use Services Division

Date Mailed:    September 6, 2005

