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June 28, 2011
The Honorable Larry Gossett
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Gossett:

The enclosed ordinance, if approved, will ratify the Service Employees International Union, Local 925 (Involuntary Commitment Specialists - Mental Health) collective bargaining agreement for the period of September 1, 2010, through December 31, 2011.  This agreement covers 39 employees in the Department of Community and Human Services.
Staff employed by King County Crisis and Commitment Services are called Designated Mental Health Professionals (DMHPs).  Their duties include crisis outreach services for all persons age 13 or older in King County who are not currently receiving mental health services in the public mental health system.  In addition, DMHPs are responsible for evaluating people with mental disorders for possible involuntary detention in psychiatric facilities according to the mental illness laws in the State of Washington; RCW 71.05 (adults) and RCW 71.34 (juveniles).  DMHPs cover all of King County and their services are available 24 hours a day, 365 days per year.

This agreement incorporates memoranda of agreement on work hours and clears up work schedule language for ease and efficient contract administration.  This agreement also provides further efficiencies to be gained through a reopener designed to address the effects of moving to a biweekly payroll system effective January 1, 2012.  There was no cost-of-living adjustment for 2011.

The settlement reached is a product of good faith collective bargaining between King County and the Union.  The agreement compares favorably with other settlements and is within our capacity to finance.  This agreement has been reviewed by the Office of the Prosecuting Attorney, Civil Division.

If you have questions, please contact Patti Cole-Tindall, Director, Office of Labor Relations, at 206-296-4273, at your convenience.

Sincerely,

Dow Constantine

King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Acting Chief of Staff




  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget


Carrie Cihak, Director of Policy and Strategic Initiatives, King County Executive Office


Patti Cole-Tindall, Director, Office of Labor Relations

